Chester Municipal Electric Light Department

15 Middlefield Road, Chester, MA 01011

Commissioner’s Meeting

August 11, 2015
Present:


Commissioners:  Terry Murphy, Deryck Savoy and Mike Hickson
Manager:  Jill Moretz 
 

Guests:  Gene Watters, Matt Vachula, and Donnie LaPlante
Meeting was called to order 7:00 pm
· CMELD Linesmen, Matt Vachula and Donnie LaPlante were introduced.  Matt and Donnie explained to everyone their feelings on on-call pay.  Matt read from other Electric Municipalities handbooks what they give their employees for on-call pay.  After a discussion it was determined that one linesman will get $300 of on-call pay weekly for the period from 3:00 pm on Friday to 3:00 pm the next Friday.  The on-call linesman will also get his time and half or double time pay when an afterhours call is made to that linesman.  That on-call linesman will make the call to the second linesman when it is necessary.  Due to safety, a second linesman most likely will be needed.  That second linesman will also get his time and half or double time pay.   
· Jill presented a draft of an agreement to allow the Highway department to use CMELD’s mower.  All three commissioners were in disagreement.   It was determined that Matt will continue to do what he has been doing.  When he mows under the electric lines and going down the street he will lower the blade and mow for the town as he goes and when time permits.
· Jill is playing phone tag with Tim Hebert from Energy New England.  Hopefully she will catch up with him in the next couple of days to discuss if adding more solar residents to our original 4 if that would hike the rates CMELD will be paying on our next contract.

· The commissioners asked Jill to reword the explanation of the RNS charges that will be going into the Watts News.  The explanation goes into too much detail and might confuse the rate payers.

· Mike asked to get paid in advance.  He is not due for a check until the end of December of this year.  He was paid 6 months in advance on his last check.  At that time the commissioners voted to make it a one-time event.  The other two commissioners said no to this request.  A motion was made by Terry. 
MOTION:  That Mike Hickson will not get paid in advance.  Deryck seconded.  The motion passed.

· Jill complained to Deryck and Terry about Mike Hickson’s behavior towards her.  She would like to only deal with him with the other two are present; at the meetings.  They said they didn’t know if that was possible.  Jill will contact free legal advice from the state and report back at the next meeting.

· Minutes of the July 29, 2015 meeting were reviewed.  Terry made a motion to accept the minutes as written.  Deryck seconded and the motion passed.  

· Deryck asked about the monies that should be transferred from the Rate Stabilization Fund to help pay-back the money owed WG&E.  Jill said that the town treasurer will be back next Tuesday and that it won’t be a problem with transferring the funds from one account to the other.

· The commissioners signed a pay rate voucher for the new Linesman, Jeremy Trembly and a pay raise voucher for Donnie LaPlante.

· Jill brought the commissioners up to date on Frank’s health.

· Next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, August 19, 2015 at 7:00 pm.

With no other business to discuss the meeting was adjourned at 8:10 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Jill E. Moretz

