Town of Chester

Board of Selectmen

Water Commissioners

Minutes of Meeting –April 11, 2011
Members Present:
R. Duane Pease, Chairman; Eugene Bishop, Vice Chairman;   Peter Stroganow, Clerk; Ed MacDonald, Town Administrator
Others Present:
Rene Senecal, Andy Meyers, Richard Holzman, Janice Brown, Byam Stevens
Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. by R. Duane Pease.  Warrants and minutes were signed.
Chester Theater - Mr. Pease spoke about the Theater and that the main function of the building was for town government.  He defended the proposed increase by saying that the town operates on a shoestring budget and $2000 for the entire summer is not a lot of money for renting the facility.  He also said that there have been problems with parking and that the theater does not bring anything to the local economy.  Mr. Stevens addressed the board and handed out a document that described what the theater does and where the money goes to.  Sales of tickets do not pay for half of the operating expense.  He said that two years ago the rent increased 33% and that another increase would hurt their budget, especially since they prepare their budget in December and vote on it in January.  He said that they do patron the Blue Note and other local stores.  He also said that over the years, the theater has paid for windows, air conditioning, electrical upgrades, and carpeting for the lobby.
Mr. Meyers spoke about Pioneer Grill and that they are hoping that it will be open in the summer.  
Mr. Stroganow apologized to Mr. Stevens about the way he heard about the discussion about the theater.  The Country Journal wrote an article before the board could address Mr. Stevens.  Mr. Stroganow expressed his support of the theater.  He said that we need to bring attractions into Chester, not deter them.  He was not in favor of the $500.00 increase.  
Mr. Bishop spoke about parking problems and that when there is a problem it is resolved.  He also said that $500 was quite a bit of money, perhaps a figure less than $500 would help defer increasing costs.
Mr. Bishop also said that there was misinformation and that he was glad that Mr. Stevens came before the board to clarify the situation.

Also speaking on behalf of the Chester Theater were the owners of the Chester Village Market – David Befford and William Burnett.  They said that they have to put on extra staff when the theater is in town.  

Mr. Stevens informed the board that they do their budget in November and December and then vote on it in January.  Mr. Pease said that in the future the Board of Selectmen should discuss any increases with the Chester Theater in December.

Mr. Richard Holzman commended the board on how they handled the discussion of the theater.  He said that the theater contributes more indirectly by bringing people to town.  The Chester Theater has been here 22 years and has had a positive effect on the town.  

Mr. Pease said that he listens to all people and that he brings their concerns to the board.  Mr. Pease made a motion to forego any increase for the theater this year.  Seconded by Mr. Bishop.  Unanimous vote.

12 Emery Street – a letter was drawn up to take care of the tree on their property.  Easement will be 

signed.

Posting of Roads – The roads, once posted, can be enforced by the Police Department and the overweight vehicles can be cited for a moving violation.  This is the only way to enforce overweight vehicles tearing up town roads.  The Police Chief will be notified as to this discussion.  

Chapter 90 – Mr. Pease made a motion to accept all and any monies from the MASS DOT to be announced at a later date.  Seconded by Mr. Bishop.  Unanimous vote.

Preston Webb – email was received from Preston Webb regarding Ms. Herman’s property.  Authorization was given to the Highway Department to divert water to his property.

Highway Department – Eric Twining gave his two week notice.  Job will be posted in the paper.
Mr. Senecal requested that Cabashnik Road be put on the Town Meeting Warrant to be an accepted street.  Mr. Senecal also said that the roads are holding up well.

Scholarships – Scholarship forms should be turned into the Board of Selectmen by June 1, 2011.

Charette Services – Mr. Charette was recommended by Dan Laprade from DEP regarding the water plant electrical issues.  Mr. Pease made a motion to accept Charette Services for work done at the plant.  Seconded by Mr. Bishop.  Unanimous vote.
MIIA recommendations – reviewed by the Board.  Some of the recommendations have already been taken care of.
Citizens’ Conference – Janice Brown spoke on support of theater.  They give tickets for the Penny Social and other events for the Historical Society.  

Executive Session – Mr. Pease made a motion at 7:30 PM to go into Executive Session to discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining or litigation if an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining or litigating position of the public body and the chair so declares.  Will reconvene into open session.  Seconded by Mr. Bishop.  Roll call vote - Mr. Pease – yes; Mr. Bishop – yes; Mr. Stroganow –yes.
At 8:00 PM the board came out of Executive Session.  Mr. Pease made a motion to extend Mr. MacDonald’s contract for an additional period of two years.  Seconded by Mr. Bishop.  Vote – Mr. Pease, yes; Mr. Bishop, yes; Mr. Stroganow, no.  Motion passed.
Mr. Pease made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 PM.  Seconded by Mr. Bishop.  Unanimous vote.

Respectfully Submitted,

Donna MacDonald

___________________________

R. Duane Pease, Chairman

____________________________

Eugene Bishop, Vice Chairman

___________________________

Peter Stroganow, Clerk

