Town of Chester

Board of Selectmen

Water Commissioners

Minutes of Meeting – April 8, 2013 
Members Present:
John Baldasaro, Don Ellershaw
Member Absent:
Frank Pero, Jr.
Others Present:
Ed MacDonald, Mike Hickson, Joe Kearns, Brent White, Ed Meacham, 

Bernie St. Martin

Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mr. Baldasaro.  Warrants and minutes were signed.

Joe Kearns, Chairman of the School Committee from Middlefield addressed the board regarding the

potential withdrawal of Worthington from the Gateway Regional School District.  If Worthington

withdraws, it would mean an increased burden on the towns.  Mr. Baldasaro agreed and said that it would

be devastating to the remaining towns.  More discussion followed concerning how the towns could afford 

to allow Worthington out of the district.  The end result would be an increase in tax rate to balance the

town’s budget.  It might be less expensive to use school choice and opt out of the district.

Bernie St. Martin, Water Superintendent, addressed the board regarding flushing the lines.  He would like

to coordinate with Fire Chief Richie Small and begin to flush the lines in May.  This would give experience

to the new volunteers and would also accomplish a task that needs to get done.  Mr. St. Martin also

addressed the issue of being the contact person when someone has low pressure in the water lines.

Cleaning the reservoir will be done again this year – sometime in the fall, and the highway department

will assist with that.

Brent White – White Engineering – updated the board regarding the East River Road Reconstruction.  The

last two miles do not need as much work as the rest of it.  He spoke about vegetative swales versus paved

swales.  Total project cost would be in the vicinity of $6 million dollars.  

Highway Department – the loader is down for repairs.  Someone from Caterpillar was coming to look at

the machine to see what can be done to fix the hydraulics.  

Mr. Baldasaro requested print outs of all accounts.

Steve Salvini informed the board that the new veteran’s agent, Gerry Paquette, was a good choice

because he is very efficient and does his job well.  

Mr. MacDonald informed the board that the audit will be done by August 31, 2013.

Steven Goldman of 85 Bromley Road asked the board’s advice in dealing with his neighbor who raises

Belgian horses.  The problem is that the manure pile is close to Mr. Goldman’s property and that it causes

problems for Mr. Goldman.  Not only is the smell bothersome, but in the summer there are tons of black

flies.  He was looking for direction from the Board of Selectmen.  Norma MacDonald, Board of Health, will

look into what can be done.  Mr. Baldasaro said that he should speak with the owner amicably before any

further steps are taken.  

Citizen’s Conference - Mike Hickson asked why we needed more money for the auditor.  Mr. Baldasaro

explained that during the transition time from one treasurer to another, it was necessary to have

someone  train Linda St. Onge for a smooth transition.

Mr. Holzman asked about the dead trees on Skyline Trail and when were they going to be taken care of.  

Mr. MacDonald requested that he be allowed to rollover his vacation time, three weeks and three

personal days, to next year.  Motion to approve by Mr. Baldasaro.  Seconded by Mr. Ellershaw.  

Mr. Meacham asked how much was the bill for the grader.  They would ask Mr. Senecal.  He also spoke

about cooperation between Electric Light and the Highway Department.  He said that they used to work

well together but not lately.  Mr. Baldasaro said that they are working on this issue.

Mr. Baldasaro made a motion to adjourn at 7:17 PM.  Mr. Ellershaw seconded the motion.  Unanimous vote.

Respectfully Submitted,

Donna MacDonald
___________________________

John Baldasaro, Chairman

____________________________

Donald Ellershaw, Vice Chairman

___________________________
Franklin Pero, Clerk
