Town of Chester

Board of Selectmen

Water Commissioners

Minutes of Meeting –August 13, 2012
Members Present:
John Baldasaro, Don Ellershaw, Ed MacDonald
Others Present:
Rene Senecal, Ed Meacham, George Charette, Dan Ilnicky, Bernie St. Martin, Dan Laprad, Mike Jette
Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mr. Baldasaro.  Announcement that the meeting it being taped.
Mr. Ellershaw thanked Chief Ilnicky for representing Chester at Officer Torres funeral.  Chief Ilnicky and

Officer Grzelak attended.
Chief Dan Ilnicky – Said that he was still negotiating price for the new cruiser.  It looks like it might be

around $10,120 for four years.  This will be on the Special Town Meeting Agenda.  He also informed the

Board that the Police Department received a $2,000 grant for MEMA radios – 2 will go to the Fire

Department and one to the Police Department. 

Chief Ilnicky had bumper stickers to pass out that said School Is Open.  Also, that there has been a change

in the CORI system.  An individual has to be designated to run the CORI checks.  
Water meters will be placed on the Special Town Meeting Warrant.  Motion to approve by Mr. Baldasaro,

seconded by Mr. Ellershaw.  Unanimous vote.

Dan Laprad, representative from DEP, gave a presentation regarding the water plant.  It was built in 1997

at a cost of $2 million dollars.  It was built to handle more water than is being currently handled now. 

That is part of the problem.  He recommended resanding of filter beds and placing a carbon sandwich in

the filters.  The cost to resand the filters is $25,000; the cost to place the carbon filter is $40,000.  Also

bleeders need to be installed on dead ends at a cost of $5,000.  He recommended reactivating Horn Pond

in order to clean Austen Brook Reservoir.  The washed out road needs to be repaired first before heavy

equipment can get to the site.  

Deadlines:  By October 1, 2012, the town must submit a report to Mass DEP with plan of action for

compliance.  By June 14, 2014, corrective action plan must be in place.
George Charette updated the Board regarding the instrumentation upgrade.

Mr. Pero entered the meeting at 6:40 PM.

Discussion continued about the water treatment plant.  Decision was made to hook up Horn Pond as
soon as possible.  Mr. Baldasaro said to make it happen as quickly as possible.

A group of about ten residents brought in water containers and addressed the board regarding their

concerns.  Mr. Baldasaro reiterated what discussion had happened before they had shown up.  He said it

was a priority to get the water problem fixed.  Updates will be posted on the Town’s Website.

Mr. Baldasaro made a motion to apply for a STRAP Grant with the purpose of fixing Johnson Hill Road. 

Seconded by Mr. Ellershaw.  It is a vital like from one end of town to the other end.    Unanimous vote.
Mr. Baldasaro made a motion to accept the contract from FST.  Seconded by Mr.  Ellershaw.  Unanimous

vote.

Mr. Ellershaw asked the board if Boy Scout Troop 120 could hold a fundraising event at town hall in the

lobby.  Mr. Baldasaro motioned to approve; seconded by Mr. Pero.  Vote was in favor with Mr. Ellershaw

abstaining.

Chester Theatre – several complaints about the theater were addressed by the board.  Employees of the

Town brought their concerns forward.  They felt that it cost the town more to have them here.  They use

lots of supplies, leave trash all over, use the sinks and toilets as garbage disposals, etc.

There have been times when they could not access their offices.

Mr. Byam Stevens from the Theater heard the board’s concerns and would speak with his crew.   

that it should be placed on the special town meeting’s warrant in September.

Mr. MacDonald reported on several projects happening throughout town.  254 Route 20 wall is

completed.  Trees were cut down.  And the work at the Transfer Station has been completed.

Mr. Baldasaro made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 PM.  Seconded by Mr. Ellershaw.  Unanimous vote.

Respectfully Submitted,

Donna MacDonald

___________________________

John Baldasaro, Chairman

____________________________

Donald Ellershaw, Vice Chairman

___________________________
Franklin Pero, Clerk
