Town of Chester

Board of Selectmen

Water Commissioners
Minutes of Meeting – August 26, 2013 
Members Present:
John Baldasaro, Don Ellershaw, Frank Pero Jr.
Others Present:
Ed MacDonald, Ed Meacham, Chief Ilnicky, Sue Kucharski, Jean Mccaul, Wilma Foley, Eugene Bishop, George Charette, Jerry Zebrowski, Jan Hines, Terry Andrews, Chief Ilnicky  

Meeting called to order at 6:05 p.m. by Mr. Ellershaw.  

Warrants and minutes were signed
Special Town Meeting was set for Monday September 23, 2013 at 7:00 PM.  Motion was made by Mr. Ellershaw; seconded by Mr.
Pero.  Unanimous vote.  Special Town Meeting concerns the Gateway Regional School Budget.
Chief Dan Ilnicky, Jan Hines and Terry Andrews requested that they be appointed the Animal Control Officer’s Hearing Board.  Mr. 

Pero made a motion to approve; seconded by Mr. Baldasaro.  Unanimous vote.  Discussion included setting up a fine schedule,

enforcement of the fines.  In order to collect the fines, someone would have to be bonded.  Discussion of licensing and failure to do

so.  The Hearing Board will come back to the Select board and discuss their fee structure.
Sue Kucharski – Council on Aging Director 
Ms. Kucharski presented the board with a five year plan.  She said that the van has been donated by a resident and they are very excited about it.  Arrangements have been made to cover the cost of repairs and fuel.  They will use vetted drivers.  Ms. Kucharski expects that they will make two runs a month to doctors and stores.  Three quarters of the money to pay for this has come from a state grant.  Mr. Baldasaro made a motion to accept the van and the transportation plan as presented.  Seconded by Mr. Pero.  Unanimous vote.  Mr. Ellershaw made a motion to appoint Tom McFarland to the Council on Aging Advisory Board.  Seconded by Mr. Baldasaro.  Unanimous vote.  Ms. Kucharski wanted to publicly thank State Senator Ben Downing for his support with acquiring the van.  Mr. Ellershaw thanked Ms. Kucharski for doing a good job for the residents of Chester.
Bus contract – revisions have been made.  Mr. Ellershaw made a motion to accept the bus contract.  Seconded by Mr. Baldasaro.  Unanimous vote.  Two documents needed to be signed.  One was the contract with the Bus Company; the other was the agreement with the other towns.   Mr. Ellershaw made a motion to accept both documents.  Seconded by Mr. Baldasaro.  Unanimous vote.

Mr. Ellershaw made a motion to appoint Steve Salvini as the Veteran’s Agent.  Seconded by Mr. Baldasaro.  Unanimous vote.  The appointment will be in effect until someone else asks for the job.

Water Superintendent – need a job description before advertising position.  Mr. Baldasaro asked Mr. MacDonald to see if Mass Rural Water has a boiler plate description.  George Charette said that job descriptions can be found online under MASS DEP.  Mr. Pero said that he would contact Mike Leach from Mass Rural Water and ask him if they have a job description.  In the meantime, Mr. MacDonald will ask neighboring communities if they have any job descriptions.  Once there are several job descriptions, the board will tailor it to their needs.
CDBG grant - sign paperwork
Sale of property at 430 East River Road – Mr. Baldasaro made a motion to not exercise our right of first refusal.  Seconded by Mr. Pero.  Unanimous vote.

Charette Services – Mr. Pero asked several questions in regards to the SCADA program.  Does Bernie know the system?  Mr. Charette said that he knows parts of it.  There are manuals that explain the SCADA system.  Mr. Pero asked who can run the SCADA system?  Mr. Charette said that any electrical engineer could run it. Mr. Charette also knows how to run it.  Mr. Pero was upset that Mr. Charette could operate the plant from his home.  Mr. Charette said that it makes sense since he is far away and could possibly correct the problem by going into the system.  Discussion of Charette Services service plan.  Mr. Baldasaro asked how many times in the first three years does anything go wrong.  Mr. Charette said that usually nothing goes wrong in the first couple of years.  Mr. Baldasaro wanted to do some research and get more information before signing the contract with Charette services.

Mr. Pero asked why town trucks were out on a Sunday.  Mr. Senecal was not there to answer the question.  Mr. Ellershaw said that we need good weather to finish up some of these projects.

Correspondence –

Mr. Ellershaw wants to go through the daily mail.  He also wants emails forwarded to him, Mr. Baldasaro and Mr. Pero.

Gateway Regional School District – they increased funding; the budget went up.  Three towns denied the budget.  Mr. Ellershaw is disappointed that there has not been any communication between the board and Gateway.  

Administrator’s Report –

Mass Works Grant – we will be applying for funds to do Johnson Hill Road.  Motion to accept Johnson Hill Road as the project for Mass Works Grant made By Mr. Ellershaw.  Seconded by Mr. Baldasaro.  Unanimous vote.

Town Hall Roof Repair – the roof is in need of repair.  Mr. Pero told Mr. MacDonald to see if he could find any information on the age of the roof and the contractor.  Also, Mr. Pero said that he would get in touch with Mike Jette.

Citizen’s Conference –

Mr. Meacham asked why the culverts were not done on Old State Road.  Mr. Ellershaw said that they would ask Mr. Senecal about this matter.  Mr. Baldasaro suggested that one of the selectmen ride along with Mr. Senecal when a project is completed.

Mr. Meacham also asked why the town does not have a roller.  Some of the roads could use the roller in smoothing out the bumps in the road.

Mr. Pero said that he had six people coming from the Department of Corrections on Wednesday.  He thought that they would tackle the PineHIll cemetery.

Mr. Ellershaw made a motion to adjourn at 7:46 PM.  Mr. Pero seconded the motion.  Unanimous vote.

Respectfully Submitted,

Donna MacDonald
___________________________

Donald Ellershaw, Chairman

____________________________

John Baldasaro, Vice Chairman

___________________________
Franklin Pero, Clerk
