Town of Chester

Board of Selectmen

Water Commissioners

Minutes of Meeting –December 12, 2011
Members Present:
Eugene Bishop, Peter Stroganow, Ed MacDonald
Member Absent:
John Baldasaro

Others Present:
Rene Senecal
Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mr. Bishop.  Warrants and minutes were signed.
Caucus Date – March 12, 2012 from 6 pm to 8 pm.  Motion to approve made by Mr. Stroganow. Seconded by Mr. Bishop.  Unanimous vote.
Mr. Brooks – Members of the Selectboard, Mr. MacDonald, and Mr. Senecal were served papers.  Two options:  send the paperwork to Brackett & Lucas to send a reply, or have the insurance company defend them.  However, the insurance company wants $2500 to take the case.  Mr. Stroganow recommended that the lawyer take a look at it and give a summary to the selectmen.  Mr. Senecal said that allegations have been made which have not been proven.  Can we countersue?  Mr. Senecal asked if the board had any objections to him countersuing for defamation of character.  The Board had no objections.

Natural Resource Conservation Work Project - $44,000 screenback protection.  Discussion about bidding process.  Over $25,000 needs three quotes, however, if it is an emergency situation can certain parts of the bidding process be waived.  The deadline for this grant is December 31, 2011.  He considers it an emergency under the Watershed Protection Act.  Mr. MacDonald said that it still needs to go out to bid under Article 10 procurement laws.  The incident happened in August – Mr. MacDonald spoke with the Attorney General’s office and Inspector General’s office as well as town counsel - does not constitute an emergency.  Need to have an engineer for plans and follow all procurement laws.   Mr. Stroganow disagreed and will call NRCS to verify procedure.
Closing roads for winter – Mr. Senecal stated that Captain Bemis is not a town road.  All roads that close for the winter are posted – they include Kinnebrook, Round Hill, Goss Hill, and a portion of Smith Road.  The roads are closed from November 1st through April 15th.  Signs are posted at the beginning and ends of the road.  Mr. Bishop made a motion to close the roads as listed above.  Seconded by Mr. Stroganow.  Unanimous vote.

Proposal from UNH – payment in the amount of $2100 has been sent out.

Highway Department –Mr. Senecal requested that Douglas Noel be changed from temporary seasonal to permanent full-time with an additional increase from $16.50 to $17.25.  Motion to approve made by Mr. Bishop.  Seconded by Mr. Stroganow.  Unanimous vote.  
Mr. Senecal said that the truck should be here next week.  Mr. Bishop made a motion to make Mr. Senecal an agent for the town to sign for the truck.  Seconded by Mr. Stroganow.  Unanimous vote.
Hull Products own a lot of land and will be logging it soon.  They have expressed that they would be responsible for the road to go past Sovereign Road if it is brought up to spec.  Mr. Stroganow asked who is going to oversee this project to make sure they are doing the job correctly.  Mr. Senecal said that he would be and he would also make sure that the road is brought up to Mass State Specs.  Mr. Bishop and Mr. Stroganow were both in favor of allowing Hull Products to do logging if they take care of and fix the roads that they will be using to haul the lumber.  This approval is only allowed if there is a plan.
FEMA - $75,000 cover contractual work only.  FEMA will us our plans for Route 20.  Bank restoration at Horn Pond secondary line.  FEMA reimburses only to the project is 75% complete.  There should be a $75,000 check from FEMA; Mr. Senecal requested that those funds be given back to the Highway Department since the payments already made came from Highway Department funds.  There were no objections from the Board of Selectmen.

Mr. Senecal wanted to inform the Board that at budget time he will be asking for a fourth person.  He feels that we have more mileage than other towns, less equipment, less man power than surrounding towns.  He pointed out other towns and their budgets.  He also said that he has gotten more complaints this year than in the past.  They were not able to do roadside mowing this year, or tree trimming.  He will make his request at budget time.

Special Town Meeting – January 9, 2012 at 7:00 PM.  Moved by Mr. Bishop.  Seconded by Mr. Stroganow.

Mr. Richard Holzman spoke in favor of more manpower.  Trees need to be taken care of, culverts, potholes.  Mr. Holzman asked why the electric light company has not given their old bucket truck to the town.  Mr. Bishop will bring their concerns to the electric light board commissioners.  Mr. Stroganow said that the truck would benefit the town, highway department can use it.  He felt that it should stay in town.
Mr. Bishop will update the board with the decision of the Light Company.

Water Meters – need to find a replacement for Mike Hickson.

License Renewals were signed and approved.  Motion to approve made by Mr. Bishop.  Seconded by Mr. Stroganow.  Unanimous vote.

Correspondence

Ms. Lisa Edinger informed the Board that once again the employees at Town Hall participated in the Elf Program.  

Westfield River Meeting Notice

Forest Cutting Plan from DCR

CSX Crossing – Hinsdale is holding their application.  They have requested a waiver.  Mr. Bishop directed Mr. MacDonald to get in touch with CSX and see if they will waive the fee.

Administrator’s Report 
Mr. MacDonald reported that most of the repairs for Town Hall have been completed, with the exception of a few outside items.  Mr. Gauthier will be working under the Senior Program at the transfer station.  Town budgets have been given to all department heads.  Town Report requests were also given to each department.  Return back due dates are January 17th.

Citizen’s Conference

Mr. Holzman spoke regarding Verizon.  He is very disappointed by the way Verizon has handled the Town of Chester.  The whole purpose in getting cell towers was for emergency coverage.  They have two years to either get the towers running or take them down.  We should write letters and request action.

He also spoke about the Bendix Property.  He said that it sounded like a good plan, but that we want to see something happen to it – not another empty building.  Mr. Bishop said that the owners were here and that there should be some action by the spring.  

Mr. Holzman asked about wind towers.  Mr. Bishop said that there were problems with the land.

Mr. Holzman asked about solar energy.  Mr. Bishop said that there are two companies that are very interested, but there are details that need to be worked out.

Mr. Bishop made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:45PM.  Seconded by Mr. Stroganow.  Unanimous vote.

Respectfully Submitted,

Donna MacDonald

___________________________

Eugene Bishop, Chairman

____________________________

John Baldasaro, Vice Chairman

___________________________

Peter Stroganow, Clerk

