Town of Chester

Board of Selectmen

Water Commissioners

Minutes of Meeting – February 25, 2013 
Members Present:
Don Ellershaw, Frank Pero, Jr
Member Absent:
John Baldasaro


Others Present:
Ed MacDonald, Ed Meacham, Rene Senecal

Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mr. Ellershaw.  Warrants and minutes were signed.

Town Clerk Cheryl Baldasaro addressed the board in regards to many towns combining two elections. 

There is a state wide election on April 30, 2013 and the Town election on May 4, 2013.

Ms. Baldasaro did not want to combine the two elections because it would be too cumbersome.  There

would need to be twice as many workers.  She would prefer that the town keep the two elections

separate.  Mr. Ellershaw made a motion to keep the elections separate.  Seconded by Mr. Pero. 

Unanimous vote.  Discussion was held about wardens for the elections.  Mr. MacDonald will check with

Chief Ilnicky if one of the officers that live in town could be at the polls on those dates.

On a motion by Mr. Ellershaw and a second buy Mr. Pero, an amusement license was granted to the

Campground. 
Mr. Jasmin of 102 Emery Street complained of low water pressure.  He said that he has had this problem

since the Route 20 line was put in.  Mr. Senecal advised Mr. Jasmin to get a plumber because he did not

find any breaks in the pipes.  Mr. Ellershaw wanted to know why Mr. St. Martin did not respond to the

call.  Mr. MacDonald answered that Mr. St. Martin is the water superintendent to run the plant.  Mr.

Ellershaw said that when something goes wrong on the roads, we look for the Highway Superintendent to

get answers from.  So when something happens to the water line, shouldn’t we get answers from the

Water Superintendent?  Mr. Ellershaw would like to go over job descriptions to clarify this matter.

Mr. Ellershaw said that the Highway Department has a lot of work to do and should not have to divide

their time between highway and water.  He suggested that perhaps the Fire department could assist with

flushing of the lines and cleaning the screens at Austen Brook and Horn Pond.  Mr. Ellershaw would like to

discuss this issue with the full board.

There will be a Department Head Meeting on March 11, 2013 at 6:00 PM.

Water Department rates were discussed.  Residential and commercial accounts pay the same amount. 

Multi-family units pay the same as a single family unit.  Even though the water is metered, there appears

to be some inequity in the billing.  Mr. Ellershaw would like to bring this issue up to the full board and have

Mary Anne Pease attend as well.  This will be an agenda item on March 25, 2013.

Planning Board – Mr. Ellershaw made a motion to approve the proposal by the Planning Board to not

allow a medical marijuana facility in Chester.  Seconded by Mr. Pero.  Unanimous vote.

Planning Board – Mr. Ellershaw made a motion to accept the proposal for a by-law regarding the flood

plain for the Westfield River District.  Seconded by Mr. Pero.  Unanimous vote.

Rene Senecal – Highway Superintendent reported that Kathy Stevens of Mass DOT has approved the

following projects:  Sylvester Hamilton Road; Abbott Hill Road; Old State Road.

The grader needs to have repair work done to it.  They are in the process of looking for replacement parts.

During the blizzard, the Highway Department used two part-time snowplowers.  Mr. Ellershaw

commended the Highway Department on an incredible job that was done during the storm and

immediately after.

Correspondence –

Gateway Regional School District Budget Meetings

Citizen’s Conference –

Ed Meacham said that the Electric Light Board are not commissioners.  They are a board, not a

commission.  

Mr. Ellershaw asked Mr. MacDonald to get a copy of the minutes from the Electric Light Board when the

decision was made to purchase a new mower.  

Mr. Ellershaw made a motion to adjourn at 7:18 PM.  Mr. Pero seconded the motion.  Unanimous vote.

Respectfully Submitted,

Donna MacDonald

___________________________

John Baldasaro, Chairman

____________________________

Donald Ellershaw, Vice Chairman

___________________________
Franklin Pero, Clerk
