Town of Chester

Board of Selectmen

Water Commissioners

Minutes of Meeting – January 14, 2013 
Members Present:
Don Ellershaw, Frank Pero, Jr
Member Absent:
John Baldasaro


Others Present:
Ed MacDonald, Ed Meacham, Rene Senecal, Brent White, Erica Johnson, Gene Bishop 
Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mr. Ellershaw.  Warrants and minutes were signed.

On a motion by Mr. Ellershaw and a second buy Mr. Pero, a Special Town Meeting was set for Monday

January 28, 2013 at 7:00 PM.  Unanimous vote.

Captain Bemis Road – based on research completed by Mr. Senecal and Mr. MacDonald, it was

determined that Captain Bemis Road is not a Town Road.  According to Mr. Senecal, it is not a viable road

and does not qualify for Chapter 90 funds.  The cemetery located by Captain Bemis Road is not a public

cemetery.
John Regan’s license – motion to approve was made by Mr. Pero, seconded by Mr. Ellershaw.  Unanimous

vote.
Open Meeting Law Violation – Mr. Brackett of Brackett and Lucas responded back to the Attorney

General.

White Engineering – Brent White gave a presentation regarding East River Road reconstruction.  There are

several issues that will need to be addressed.  Among them are proper drainage, bank stabilization, pole

relocation and possibly widen the road.  Mr. White asked for an extension on his contract due to weather. 

The selectboard had no issue with this.  Mr. Ellershaw made a motion to extend the original contract by a

period of sixty days.  Seconded by Mr. Pero. Unanimous vote.

Erica Johnson from Pioneer Valley Planning Commission made a presentation regarding grant money that

is being applied for Chester.  While the dollar amounts are not firm, the projects are as follows:  Maple

Street and Maple Avenue Roadway Improvements – approximately $507,389.
Home Health Programs – approximately $47,000.  Estimated budget of $662,889.

Mr. Pero asked about funding for the library.  Ms. Johnson said that they will look into this matter.

On a motion by Mr. Ellershaw, Ms. Johnson was designated to act on behalf of the town of Chester, to be

Chester’s agent.  Seconded by Mr. Pero.  Unanimous vote.

On a motion by Mr. Pero, Mr. MacDonald was appointed Town’s Environmental Certifying Officer.

Seconded by Mr. Ellershaw.  Unanimous vote.

In Mr. Baldasaro’s absence, the rule of necessity was invoked which allows Mr. Ellershaw to sign

documents on his behalf.  Motion was made by Mr. Ellershaw.  Seconded by Mr. Pero.  Unanimous vote.

Open Meeting Law and Ethics Law – new forms and procedures have been instituted by the state.  All

Employees, whether elected or appointed need to complete the form, sign the last page and put it on file

with the Town Clerk’s office.
Letter of resignation from Mr. Boyer from the School Committee was accepted by the board.

Highway Department – Mr. Ellershaw asked Mr. Senecal for a doctor’s slip saying that he can work.  Mr.

Ellershaw thought that it was customary to turn one in after three days of being absent.  Mr. Senecal said

that he would get one.  Mr. Senecal spoke about the highway department getting paid (for snow on

weekends) on a special warrant so that the guys did not have to wait so long to get their money.  Linda

St. Onge said that she was working on this issue.
Mr. Ellershaw asked under whose authority were the part time snow plow drivers hired.  Mr. Senecal said

that Mr. Baldasaro authorized it and they are to be paid out of emergency snow removal.  Mr. Ellershaw
said that we should post jobs in the Country Journal and on the website.  Correction:  Mr. Baldasaro never

authorized the hiring of part time plow drivers.  It is a decision that is made by the Board of Selectmen.
On a motion made by Mr. Ellershaw and seconded by Mr. Pero, Jonathan Bendowki and Earl Stone were

hired as temporary snow plow drivers.  Unanimous vote.

Mr. Ellershaw said that for the most part, the storm was handled well.  However, he did say that the

highway department did a lousy job in regards to the clean-up after the storm.  The bankings were not

pushed back, which created some difficulty in driving down those roads.  He would like to see

improvement in handling both aspects of the storm, during the storm itself and the clean-up which is just

as important.  Discussion as to when chains go on during a storm.  
Mr. Ellershaw made a motion to have meetings once a week.  Seconded by Mr. Pero.  After discussing this
Issue, Mr. Ellershaw withdrew his motion.  He said that this issue should be brought up before the full

board.

Post on website that the town is looking for a person to serve on the School Committee.

George Miller Road Bridge – there will be a public hearing on February 12th at 7:00 PM.

Mr. Stone discussed river runoff and the culvert always being plugged, which backs up onto his land.  He

was advised to speak with the Chief to see if the culvert is being plugged purposefully.
Town Clerk – Cheryl Baldasaro – explained her budget request.  Election fees should be increased.

Salaries for both the Town Clerk and Assistant Clerk should be raised as well since they have not received

a raise for several years.  As far as salaries go, Ms. Baldasaro would have to approach Town Meeting since they set the salaries.  As far as everything else, each department head will meet with the board to discuss their budget requests.

Ed Meacham discussed the Tiger Mower and a sickle mower.  He asked what is being done to help both the town and electric light.  

Mr. Ellershaw made a motion to adjourn at 8:15 PM.  Mr. Pero seconded the motion.  Unanimous vote.

Respectfully Submitted,

Donna MacDonald

___________________________

John Baldasaro, Chairman

____________________________

Donald Ellershaw, Vice Chairman

___________________________
Franklin Pero, Clerk
