Town of Chester

Board of Selectmen

Water Commissioners

Minutes of Meeting –July 5, 2011
Members Present:
Eugene Bishop, Peter Stroganow, John Baldasaro, Ed MacDonald
Others Present:
Rene Senecal, Steve Palmer
Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Ed MacDonald.  Mr. MacDonald called for nominations for the position of Chairman.  Mr. Stroganow nominated Mr. Bishop.  Seconded by Mr. Baldasaro.  Vote was unanimous.  Mr. Bishop nominated Mr. Stroganow for the position of Vice Chairman.  Mr. Stroganow declined, saying that he would like more experience before accepting the position.  Mr. Bishop nominated Mr. Baldasaro as Vice Chairman.  Seconded by Mr. Stroganow.  Unanimous vote.  Mr. Baldasaro nominated Mr. Stroganow as Clerk.  Seconded by Mr. Bishop.  Unanimous vote.
Frietas Trailer Clean-Up  - Mr. Bishop suggested that we hold the final payment until the property is walked with Rene Senecal and Mass Highway; the silt barriers are down; the trash is picked up and the trailer is removed.  Also, there are areas where the ground needs to be seeded.
Mr. Bishop made a motion to hold the final payment.  Seconded by Mr. Baldasaro.  Unanimous vote.

Railings and Fire Escapes – SK designs made several recommendations as how to fix the existing problem.  It should not cost a lot of money.  Suggestion was made to get in contact with John Macroulier since he did the work once before.  Treads need to be replaced; rust needs to be scrubbed off; railings need to be replaced.

Mark Brooks – requested documents from 1995.  He is appealing to the Secretary of State, Public Records Division because he feels that the cost of getting these documents is too high.

Mr. Bishop made a motion to sign and approve the contract for Lee Visiting Nurses.  Seconded by Mr. Baldasaro.  Unanimous vote. 

Highway Department - Mr. Senecal made new call sheets for the State Police.  He also said that Mr. Cooper is doing a very good job and has completed his probationary thirty days.  The Board signed the wage increase for Mr. Cooper.

Mr. Senecal said that they need a flat bottom boat for Horn Pond so that they can perform required tests.  Mr. Baldasaro told Mr. Senecal to get prices and advise them at the next meeting.   Hydrant flushing will begin next week.  Bromley Road Project is in process – trying to coordinate with Huntington to do some finish work on the road.

Chapter 90 money for 2012 has been held up.  However, Chester is in a good position.

Mr. Baldasaro spoke about taking out a short term bond to cover them during the construction season.  

Letter from Sara Freedberg regarding 148 Round Hill Road.  Mr. Senecal said that there is a depression in the road right next to her house.  The Highway Department will grade the road.  Mr. Bishop would like to take a look at the area before any letters go out to the homeowner.

Appointments for 2012 – All appointees need to be sworn in by the Town Clerk.  Mr. Bishop made a motion to appoint all personnel on the list, except the Police Department and the Wind Committee.  Seconded by Mr. Stroganow.  Unanimous vote.  Mr. Bishop made a motion to appoint all personnel on the Police Department and the Wind Committee.  Seconded by Mr. Stroganow.  Vote – 2 ayes; 1 abstention (Mr. Baldasaro)

Thank you letters from James Edinger, Jr. and Rebecca D’astous for scholarships.
Comcast is changing prices and packages.

There will be an inspection of Old State Highway by the DOT on the 11th at 10:00 AM.

Mr. Baldasaro made inquiries into why the cell towers are not functioning.  Mr. Bishop explained that Verizon has over 800 towers to install and they will get around to Chester.  No date has been set as of yet.  AT&T tower is in trial mode.
Mr. Baldasaro requested copies of the Town Budget as well as the budget for Gateway, preferably electronically.

Mr. Baldasaro asked what happened to the windmill project.  Mr. Bishop explained that the owners of the property wanted more than it was appraised for.  Mr., Baldasaro wants to reactivate the project.

Mr. Stroganow has concerns about windmills – there are more cons than there are pros.

Solar panels – Catch-n-Rays from Connecticut has been exploring sites in Chester for installation of a solar panel farm.

Mr. Baldasaro requested that he have access to the selectmen’s email account.  Mr. Bishop said that Mr. MacDonald forwards relevant information to board members.  Mr. Baldasaro still wants access to the email site, as does Mr. Stroganow.  

Mr. Bishop made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:20 PM.  Seconded by Mr. Baldasaro.  Unanimous vote.

Respectfully Submitted,

Donna MacDonald

___________________________

Eugene Bishop, Chairman

____________________________

John Baldasaro, Vice Chairman

___________________________

Peter Stroganow, Clerk

