Town of Chester

Board of Selectmen

Water Commissioners
Minutes of Meeting – July 8, 2013 
Members Present:
John Baldasaro, Don Ellershaw, Frank Pero Jr.
Others Present:
Ed MacDonald, Richard Kilhart, Bernie St. Martin, Rene Senecal, Craig Boyer, Cheryl Baldasaro, Ed Meacham, Police Chief Dan Ilnicky 
Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mr. MacDonald.  

Reorganization of the Board – Nominations for Chairman.  Mr. Baldasaro nominated Mr. Ellershaw.

Seconded by Mr. Pero.  No other nominations.  Call for a vote.  Mr. Pero and Mr. Baldasaro voted in the

affirmative.  One abstention (Mr. Ellershaw).  Nominations for Vice Chairman.  Mr. Ellershaw nominated

Mr. Baldasaro.  Seconded by Mr. Pero.  No other nominations.  Call for a vote.  Mr. Baldasaro and Mr.

Pero voted in the affirmative.  One abstention (Mr. Baldasaro).  Nominations for Clerk.  Mr. Ellershaw

nominated Mr. Pero.  Seconded by Mr. Baldasaro.  No other nominations.  Call for a vote.  Mr. Baldasaro

and Mr. Ellershaw voted in the affirmative.  One abstention (Mr. Pero). 

Warrants and minutes were signed.

Police Chief Dan Ilnicky questioned the reappointment procedure.  Mr. Baldasaro told him that appointees from last year remain appointed until a new person is appointed or they are reappointed. 
Bernie St. Martin said that when there is a water leak, that he needs the Highway Department to assist him.  He can’t do it alone.  Mr. Ellershaw explained that the water department and highway department need to work together.  He also told Mr. St. Martin that he is responsible from reservoir to the last tap.  Mr. St. Martin said that the contact lists were updated.  Mr. St. Martin also discussed the Survey that is being requested by the DEP.  They (Mr. St. Martin and Richard Kilhart) submitted an organizational chart.  Mr. St. Martin said that he does not want to be the water superintendent.  He wants to be the operator.  

He needs men to help with the cleaning of the filters.  Mr. Ellershaw asked how many men did he need to complete the job.  Mr. Ellershaw asked if one man, one piece of equipment from the Highway Department would suffice.  Mr. St. Martin said that it should work.  Mr. Ellershaw said that the Water Department is not self-sufficient and that the expense of the department falls into the tax rate.  The goal is for the water department to become self-sufficient.  Mr. St. Martin said that he needs pumps.  One was replaced last year at a cost of $1900.00.  There were two more that needed to be replaced.  He was told to go ahead and replace the two.  He also spoke about Horn Pond extension and how it needs to get done soon.  Richard Kilhart from Mass Rural Water said that he would be processing the report about the staffing of the water department.  It needs to be completed by July 31.  Mr. Baldasaro said to go ahead with the job description as it stands and if we have to make adjustments in the future we will.

Mr. Baldasaro also spoke about the Highway Department and Water Department and how they need to work together.  Mr. Baldasaro made a motion to accept the job description for the Water Department.  Seconded by Mr. Pero.  Unanimous vote.  

Discussion about staffing the water department.  The operator can only be an hour away.  The operator must have a T1 and D1 license.  Although, if someone is found who is interested in helping out, they could work under Mr. ST. Martin’s license.  Mr. St. Martin is taking care of Dig Safe, curb stops and shut-offs.  If there is an emergency, the initial call goes to Bernie, then to the Highway Department and if it is a major break the call would go to a contractor.  
Water Rates – an additional $3300 would be received if the new water rates are approved.  Mr. Baldasaro made a motion to set the water rates as follows: single family $39.04; two and three family and apartment buildings would get a water bill for each unit at $39.04 for each unit.  The commercial rate will be $59.04 and the Industrial rate will be $97.12.  Seconded by Mr. Ellershaw.  Unanimous vote.
Scholarships –

The following students were awarded the Franklin Hamilton Scholarships –

Jonathan Saloio – attending MCLA

Rebecca Wolfe – attending Holyoke Community College

Joshua Robitaille – attending Becker Community College

Jacob Robitaille – attending Becker Community College

Kim Bolduc – attending Union College

Aliisa Cooper – attending Westfield State College

Steven Ellershaw – attending Mass. Maritime

Nyla Bean – attending Kaplan University

Each recipient will receive $750.00.

Kim Bolduc will receive the Steinhart Scholarship for $500.00.

Motion to approve the scholarships was made by Mr. Baldasaro.  Seconded by Mr. Pero.  Two aye’s one abstention.  Mr. Ellershaw abstained.  

Appointments –
Mr. Ellershaw made a motion to approve the four police officers.  Seconded by Mr. Pero.  Vote – two ayes, one abstention.  Mr. Baldasaro abstained. 
Police Officers
John Baldasaro



Todd Allman



James Grzelak



Gary O’Brien

Discussion about the appointments.  It was decided to vote on the group of appointments that did not have more than one candidate.  The vote to appoint the following was made by Mr. Baldasaro, seconded by Mr. Ellershaw.  Unanimous vote.
	Assistant Town Clerk
	Carol Stenico

	
	

	Plumbing Inspector
	Tom Broga

	
	

	Wild and Scenic Committee
	David Pierce

	
	Robert Thompson

	
	

	Principal Assessor
	Pam Anderson

	Assessor Clerk
	Heather Hannigan

	
	

	Planning Board 
	Richard Holzman

	
	Lyle Snide

	
	Eugene Bishop

	
	Ed MacDonald (alternate)

	
	

	Historical Commission
	Edwin Carrington

	
	Janice Brown

	
	Fay Piergiovanni

	
	

	Conservation Commission
	Robert Thompson

	
	Ed MacDonald (alternate)

	
	

	Council on Aging
	Susan Kucharski

	
	

	Cemetery and Parks Groundskeeper
	Donald Gauthier

	
	

	Transfer Station
	Robert Gauthier

	
	

	Custodian
	Heather Hannigan

	
	

	Electrical Inspector
	John M VanHeynigen

	
	

	Building Commissioner
	Richard Haupt

	
	

	Zoning Board
	Eugene Bishop

	
	Ed MacDonald (alternate)

	
	

	Town Accountant
	Beverly Cooper

	
	

	Fire Chief
	Richie Small

	Cemetery Commission
	Craig Boyer

	
	Jeff Dickson


The next appointed office taken up for discussion was the Animal Control Officer/Dog Officer.   Jan Hines and Terry Andrews addressed the board regarding their qualifications and also that they are the Animal Control and Dog Officer in Middlefield.  They have a kennel in Chester and they would like to make the community aware through public education.  Mr. Baldasaro made a motion to appoint Terry Andrews as the Animal Control Officer, and Jan Hines as the assistant.  Seconded by Mr. Ellershaw.  Unanimous vote.
Mr. Baldasaro made a motion to appoint Jan Hines as the Dog Officer, and Terry Andrews as the assistant.  Seconded by Mr. Ellershaw.  Unanimous vote.

The next appointed office discussed was the assistant treasurer.  Cheryl Baldasaro presented a letter from the treasurer, Linda St. Onge, saying that she would not have a problem working with Cheryl.   Cheryl mentioned that she has experience and would be able to do the job.  The other applicant is Melissa Zadwicki who has been doing the job of Assistant Treasurer for a while now.  She also has extensive experience in the treasurer’s office.  Ms. Baldasaro said that Ms. Zadwicki never got sworn in.  Mr. Ellershaw would like to interview both applicants.  Mr. Pero made a motion to table the appointment until they met with Ms. Zadwicki.  Seconded by Mr. Ellershaw.  Two aye’s, one abstention (Mr. Baldasaro)
Mr. MacDonald said that it was his belief that the treasurer could appoint her own assistant since she is an elected official.  Mr. Ellershaw disagreed and told Mr. MacDonald to get an opinion from Town Counsel regarding the appointment.  

There were two candidates for the position of Highway Superintendent.  Mr. Ellershaw would like to interview both candidates.  Mr. MacDonald said that the appointment process does not work that way.  If they wanted a new Highway Superintendent, then the process of hiring a new person is in effect.  That would mean that the job would be advertised, interviews would be held.  However, Mr. Ellershaw disagreed and made a motion that he would like to interview both candidates.  Seconded by Mr. Pero.

Unanimous vote.  Mr. Ellershaw told Mr. MacDonald that when he was speaking to counsel about the assistant treasurer’s position, that he should also check on the highway superintendent’s position.

Transfer Station Contract - Mr. Ellershaw made a motion to award the contract to Dave Wickles Trucking for a period of three years.  Seconded by Mr. Baldasaro.  Unanimous vote.

Set Special Town Meeting – On a motion by Mr. Ellershaw, a Special Town Meeting will be held on August 12th to do some housekeeping and to vote on a minimum contribution for the school.  Seconded by Mr. Baldasaro.  Unanimous vote.

Mr. Senecal asked why the cemetery fencing did not come from an account that holds $50,000.  

He also said that the loader will be here the week of the 22nd.  Abbott Hill was started today.  

Problem with a bridge where the water leak was.  It undermined the CSX railroad tracks.  The contractor did not meet specifications.  The board would like an engineer to reinspect the work that was done because they feel that the work done was substandard.  Mr. MacDonald is to look into this.

Citizen’s Conference – Ed Meacham asked about the intersection of East River Road and Bromley.  He said that there was an accident waiting to happen because there is so much brush in the way.  He said it is more of a safety issue that should be addressed soon.  

Mr. MacDonald told the board that part of his job is to keep them informed.  FEMA’s extension time is running out.  We need to address this quickly.  The board said that Rene could walk with FEMA through the projects so that the town could get paid. 
Mr. Baldasaro made a motion to adjourn at 9:00 PM.  Mr. Ellershaw seconded the motion.  Unanimous vote.

Respectfully Submitted,

Donna MacDonald
___________________________

Donald Ellershaw, Chairman

____________________________

John Baldasaro, Vice Chairman

___________________________
Franklin Pero, Clerk
