Town of Chester

Board of Selectmen

Water Commissioners

Minutes of Meeting –June 25, 2012
Members Present:
Eugene Bishop, John Baldasaro, Don Ellershaw, Ed MacDonald
Others Present:
Rene Senecal, Faye Piergiovanni, Ed Meacham, State Senator Ben Downing
Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mr. Bishop.  Warrants and minutes were signed.  Announcement

that the meeting it being taped.
Senator Ben Downing addressed the Board and spoke about the redistricting.  Chester will now be part of Senator Downing’s district.  He said that he has communities that work with Gateway Regional.  He would like to schedule a coffee and conversation session sometime in the fall.  He does maintain an office in Pittsfield with two staff members, and he also has an office in Boston.  Mr. Baldasaro said that Chester had a very good relationship with Senator Knapik and hoped that we would have the same relationship with Senator Downing.  A good line of open communication is what made our relationship work.  Mr. Ellershaw said that the demographics of the district made sense for Chester to fall in Senator Downing’s district.  Senator Downing said that this would be his first time working with a municipal light company.  He also said that he was on the Ways and Means Committee, the Arts and Tourism committee, and the Telecom committee.  He spoke briefly about the MBI.  The middle mile is going on right now.  By June of next year, all federal monies have to be spent.  Their goal is for completion in early 2014.  And the last mile providers – so far they have ten strong providers to fulfill this project.  John Baldasaro asked if there was enough funding to complete the project.  Senator Downing said yes.  He spoke about Chapter 90 money being released sometime next week.  Also local aid should be announced as well. Senator Downing remained for a portion of the meeting.
Mr. Bishop spoke about what constitutes deliberations or a violation of the open meeting law.  The Open Meeting Law applies to discussion of any “matter within the body’s jurisdiction’.  He said that living in a small town you can’t help running into one another.  It does not mean that they are talking about something that should be discussed at a meeting.  Mr. Ellershaw said that you can’t avoid a chance meeting in a small town.  All discussion pertaining to meetings need to be discussed at meetings.
NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Bishop made a motion to appoint Bernie ST. Martin as the Water Superintendent.  Seconded by Mr. Baldasaro.  Discussion:  Mr. St. Martin holds the license; he is responsible for everything at the water plant; water commissioners still oversee the superintendent.  He will be responsible for day to day operations.  Unanimous vote.

Adjourn for executive session at 6:30 PM.  Will resume the meeting when they come out of executive session.  Mr. Bishop made a motion to go into executive session under MGL Ch. 30A Sec.  Roll Call vote.  Seconded by Mr. Baldasaro.  Mr. Bishop – aye.  Mr. Baldasaro – aye.  Mr. Ellershaw – aye.

Resumed regular session at 6:45 PM.

Oil Prices – Wheeler Oil price is $3.25 per gallon locked in price.  Discussion about waiting for a better price.  However, times are volatile and we should accept the contracted price.  Mr. Baldasaro made a motion to accept the contract with Wheeler Oil.  Seconded by Mr. Bishop.  Unanimous vote.

Letter from Bernie St. Martin commending Rene Senecal, Highway Superintendent, on handling the water break in a very professional and timely manner.  Mr. Senecal did a great job handling that issue.

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 

Mr. Senecal reported on the following projects:  Emily Street is in its last phase.  Route 20, final phase begins on the 28th.  Maynard Hill – lower part – millings.  East River Road to Upper Johnson – lots of patching done on these roads.  Wednesday there will be a water bypass.  Residents might be without water for one to two hours.  Hull Products doing logging on Lyman Road.  
Tree on Main Street – need to have a professional look at it to see if it needs to be taken down.

59 Middlefield Road – culvert runs by resident’s garage.  The culvert is backing up – if it does then it will flow into Middlefield Road.  Question is – who pays to get it fixed?  Mr. Baldasaro said that the town put it in years ago with a drainage grant.  Will look into this further.
Guard rail Mower is broke.  Last time it was fixed, the part was $300.  The repair could cost as much as $15000.  Discussion on replacing it or fixing it.   It is shared with the electric light.  The recommendation was that the two boards should get together to discuss this issue.  

CORRESPONDENCE

Westfield River Scenic Advisory letter

Gateway Regional Meeting  July 27, 2012

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Transfer station had 16 feet of rubbish underneath the footings.  Moving ahead with fixing the wall.  CCR report is done.  Still waiting for a resolution for 254 Route 20.

CITIZEN’S CONFERENCE
Faye Piergiovanni thanked Gene Bishop for doing a good job as selectman.  We will miss him.

Tom Beck asked why we used John Hoppe to run one of our machines; can’t our highway department run the grader?  Mr. Senecal said that he was hired as a contractor to help out.  It was only for one day.  Mr. Beck said that we should be given a copy of his liability insurance.  Mr. Baldasaro said that there is a learning curve on all equipment.   He said that we don’t have enough people or money to get the job done.  There is no easy solution.  We have lots of holes in the dike, which holes do we plug first and which ones can we wait on.  Equipment needs to be upgraded.  There is no easy solution.
Ed Meacham spoke about the mowing.  Something should have been done years ago.  

Maybe a list of available people with machinery can be useful for mowing the sides of the streets or plowing in the winter, or even cutting grass at the cemeteries.  

Mr. Baldasaro said that maybe we should get a list of contractors who are available for small jobs.

There is a need for a STOP sign at the bottom of Cook Hill.

Mr. Bishop made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 PM.  Seconded by Mr. Ellershaw.  Unanimous vote.

Respectfully Submitted,

Donna MacDonald

___________________________

Eugene Bishop, Chairman

____________________________

John Baldasaro, Vice Chairman

___________________________
Donald Ellershaw, Clerk
