Town of Chester

Board of Selectmen

Water Commissioners

Minutes of Meeting –March 28, 2011
Members Present:
R. Duane Pease, Chairman; Eugene Bishop, Vice Chairman;   Peter Stroganow, Clerk; Ed MacDonald, Town Administrator
Others Present:
Edward Meacham, Richard Haupt, Rick Stone
Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. by R. Duane Pease.  Warrants and minutes were signed.
Pioneer Valley Planning Commission documents were signed.

Letter of explanation will be sent to Ms. Herman in tomorrow’s mail regarding her inquiry.

CSX is complying with the granting of the easement.  Mr. Senecal will ask the resident involved to sign the 

easement, and have the paperwork notarized.
Letter from DEP – Dan Laprade requested that the selectmen take a vote in order to proceed with issues 

at the water plant.  Mr. Pease made a motion to allow work to continue on the water plant as defined by the DEP.  Mr. Bishop seconded the motion.  Unanimous vote.   Mr. Pease wanted to let the residents know that at no time was the water unsafe to drink.  DEP has been a tremendous help to the town.  
Dam – the dam for the reservoir needs to be inspected by August.  Bernie St. Martin who get in touch with the person who inspects dams.  Mr. Pease made a motion to allow Mr. St. Martin to go ahead and have the dam inspected.  Seconded by Mr. Bishop.  Unanimous vote


Solar Panels – There have been approximately 22 companies looking for land in Chester to put up solar panels.  Mr. Bishop will keep the board updated with any progress that is made on this issue.  Currently, they are still looking for land to house the solar panels.


Gateway Regional School District – complied with the board’s request of all non-union employees and their wages and proposed wages.  Also included was Dr. Hopson’s wage.  


Building Inspector – Richard Haupt addressed the board regarding the confusion on the cell tower on the Bolduc property.  He ordered a cease and desist because they did not comply with the conditions of the Planning Board.  Mr. Haupt explained that Mr. Bolduc received the letter because he owns the property – he is just leasing his land to AT&T.  Mr. Haupt received a letter from AT&T on Monday night regarding the certified letter that he had sent to them.  They addressed the issues that concerned the Building Inspector.  Mr. Haupt will work with AT&T to get them in compliance.  However, they must first meeting with the Planning Board, since it was the Planning Board’s recommendations that they deviated from.  Mr. Pease made a motion to allow the issue to be discussed with Brackett and Lucas.  Seconded by Mr. Bishop.  Unanimous vote.  

Citizen’s Conference – Mr. Rick Stone asked what could be done about a culvert on the right side of Morey Street.  It is about three feet too high, too far up the pitch.  It is causing a pond to form in his yard.  He would like something to be done to straighten out the situation.  He recommended changing the pitch of the culvert.  The Board will address the Highway Superintendent with his concerns.


Mr. Ed Meacham said that he changed his mind regarding buying the truck out of Chapter 90 funds.  He was surprised at how much money was in that fund and why it was not being used to fix the roads.  He also questioned why the tree he had asked to be taken down last year was still up even though the selectmen approved his request.  Mr. Meacham asked what the highway department does – he said that the road sides are not mowed, there are shoulders that are completely washed away, guard rails are down, line painting has not been done.  He would like to know what Chapter 90 money is used for.  Mr. Pease explained that the Highway Department is down one man and that the Highway Superintendent was not at the meeting to answer his concerns.  He will speak with Mr. Senecal about Mr. Meacham’s issues.
Mr. Pease made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 PM.  Seconded by Mr. Bishop.  Unanimous vote.

Respectfully Submitted,

Donna MacDonald

___________________________

R. Duane Pease, Chairman

____________________________

Eugene Bishop, Vice Chairman

___________________________

Peter Stroganow, Clerk

