Town of Chester

Board of Selectmen

Water Commissioners

Minutes of Meeting – May 28, 2013 
Members Present:
John Baldasaro, Don Ellershaw, Frank Pero Jr.
Others Present:
Mike Hickson, Ed Meacham, Rene Senecal, Mary Ann Pease, Dick Kilhart (Mass Rural Water), Cheryl Baldasaro 
Absent:
Ed MacDonald

Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mr. Baldasaro.  Warrants and minutes were signed.

Lease was signed for the wind tower by the Board of Selectmen.

Mr. Battles – confirm that he moved out of the Emery Street house.

Scholarships- Steinhart Scholarship given to the student with the highest GPA.   Mr. Baldasaro made a

motion to give the scholarship to Kimberly Bolduc.  Seconded by Mr. Ellershaw.  Unanimous vote.

Discussion of the Hamilton Scholarship – Mr. Baldasaro said that any resident of Chester can apply and

receive the scholarship as long as they are attending school.  Mr. Baldasaro said that the amount will be

divided equally among the applicants.  Mrs. MacDonald told the board that Ms. Carol Gray, who

administers the grant, would prefer that the amount given out should not be less than $1000.  Mr.

Baldasaro said that the board is the administrators of the scholarships and that every student who applied

for the scholarship will receive a portion of the amount to be given out, even if it is less than $1000 each.

Mr. Baldasaro made a motion to award seven applicants the scholarship.  Mr. Pero seconded the motion.

Mr. Ellershaw abstained.  Vote was two yes – one abstention.  

Bids – Old State Road Asphalt bid – awarded to Lane Construction.  Motion to approve made by Mr.

Baldasaro.  Seconded by Mr. Ellershaw.  Unanimous vote.

Abbott Hill Bid – awarded to Burke Brothers Construction.  Motion to approve made by Mr. Baldasaro. 

Seconded by Mr. Ellershaw.  Unanimous vote.

Culvert Bid – will not be awarded because the bids were triple what it should cost.  Mass DOT would not

approve the bids for this project.  Rene Senecal said that the Highway Department would do the culvert

project.

Highway Issues – White Wolf Trucking will be grading some of the roads; to be included are Crane,

Maynard and Lyman. 
Cemetery Issues – in need of a new mower.  Old one is over nineteen years old.  Ask Mr. MacDonald if

Perpetual Care funds can be used to purchase one.  

Survey – Sanitary Survey Report – there are three choices to choose from; not at all, some, or all.  This

Refers to the lengthy list that the DEP would like to see done at the Water Plant.  Mr. Kilhart said that as

long as you show that you are making an effort to comply and work on some of the issues that will satisfy 

DEP.  To ignore the report would be foolish and not cost effective because there would be fines for

inaction.  Mr. Kilhart said that there are some issues that need to get worked on immediately.  He

mentioned that a level of responsibility needs to be created.  Bernie ST. Martin is the Water

Superintendent, but what happens if he is out of town.  There needs to be a plan in place.  Also, a job

description for the water superintendent needs to be drawn up.  There should be daily log books and an

emergency plan needs to be formulated.  Motion to give the Chairman permission to sign the Sanitary

Survey Report was made by Mr. Ellershaw.  Seconded by Mr. Pero.  Unanimous vote.  Motion to sign the

Document, option 2, was made by Mr. Ellershaw.  Seconded by Mr. Pero.  Unanimous vote.

Mr. Pero asked if Mass Rural Water could have done what Charette Services did for the town.  Mr. Kilhart

replied that they could have done it.  Mr. Pero does not want to pay Charette Services until he turns over

the books that are needed at the water plant.  

Mary Ann Pease spoke briefly about water rates and the potential for increasing them.  Currently, every

user is charged the same rate $39.04.  Ms. Pease thinks that there has to be a more equitable system
since multi-unit dwellings currently pay $39.04.  Because of the discussion, there will be a Water Rate

Hearing on June 24th.       

Mr. Baldasaro asked if the CMELD board was attending this meeting.  They were not.  Mr. Baldasaro said

that they would like to discuss several issues with them.  Among the issues are the sharing of equipment,

the use of the excess funds, and the rent that they pay to the town.  Mr. Baldasaro requested that the

CMELD board attend the next meeting.

Cheryl Baldasaro said that there was a problem with the accountant and the processing of the April 23,

2013 warrant.  She said that she was unable to reach Ms. Cooper by phone or email.

After discussion of the warrant, Mr. Baldasaro requested that Mr. MacDonald get a master list together of

all employees – their phone numbers where they can be reached and/or email addresses.  This list is to be

used for Town Hall purposes only and not made available to the public.  

Mr. Baldasaro made a motion to adjourn at 8:25 PM.  Mr. Ellershaw seconded the motion.  Unanimous vote.

Respectfully Submitted,

Donna MacDonald
___________________________

John Baldasaro, Chairman

____________________________

Donald Ellershaw, Vice Chairman

___________________________
Franklin Pero, Clerk
