Town of Chester

Board of Selectmen

Water Commissioners

Minutes of Meeting – April 5, 2010

Members Present:
Michael W. Crochiere, Chairman; Gene Bishop, Clerk; Town Administrator Ed MacDonald

Others Present:
Rene Senecal, Janice Brown, Fay Piergiovanni, Duane Pease,  Ed Meacham

Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. 

Warrants and minutes were signed.

Increase in Chapter 90 money by $5,960.

Mrs. Herman on Campbell Road requested that the Selectmen make a decision on the repair of the road.  Mr. Senecal said that he had not issued a driveway permit because they have not marked out where the driveway will be going.  The Selectmen and Mr. Senecal will meet with Mrs. Herman on Saturday at 8:00 AM to view the property.

Smith Road – Town Counsel advised that the Town should hold a Public Hearing designating the roads that are discontinued during the winter months.  However, Mr. Senecal mentioned that there was a book that had all roads defined.  The matter was taken under advisement.

Mr. Crochiere made a motion that the bids for the transfer station are rejected and that we go out to bid again.  Seconded by Mr. Bishop.  Unanimous vote.

Mr. Crochiere moved to suspend the rules to allow Citizen’s Conference at this time.  Seconded by Mr. Bishop.  Unanimous.

Oliver Dowling addressed the Board regarding the condition of Johnson Hill Road.  It will be addressed by the Highway department this spring.

Fay Piergiovanni asked how much of a shortfall was in the Town Counsel account.  The shortfall is approximately $5,000.  There were several issues that required litigation, as well as the cell tower contracts and the Comcast contract.

Ed Meacham said that he thought that road closures used to go before Town Meeting.  

Mr. Senecal advised the Board that there is a book that was prepared by UMASS, which included all roads.  This was done in 1992.  Chester Road Inventory and Analysis.

Mr. Crochiere made a motion to go into executive session.  Seconded by Mr. Bishop.  Mr. Crochiere, yes.  Mr. Bishop, yes.  Meeting went into executive session at 6:45 pm.

Mr. Bishop made a motion to come out of executive session at 6:50 pm.  Seconded by Mr. Crochiere.  Mr. Bishop, aye.  Mr. Crochiere, aye.  

Peter Strogonaw, Board of Health, requested to be heard in open session.  Discussion involved the fees that Electronics Recycling charges.  There is a rental fee of $500 if the box is not turned twice a year.  If it is picked up more than that then there is no charge.  They charge $650 per haul.  Discussion about what is being charged for electronics.  Mr. Strogonaw said that he charges what is in the book.  However, it was determined that he was using an older book.  He will start using the correct one this Saturday.  Controls need to be tightened so that the Transfer Station can become self-sufficient.  Record keeping needs to be improved.   

Finance Committee member John Garvey questioned the Board on several line items:  Town Counsel, General Office Expenses.  Mr. Crochiere explained that Town Counsel has been doing a lot of work in regards to litigation and contracts.  General Office Expenses are paid out of this one line item for all departments.

Mr. Crochiere made a motion to adjourn at 8:30 PM.  Seconded by Mr. Bishop.  Unanimous vote.  

Respectfully submitted,

     Ed MacDonald

___________________________

Michael W. Crochiere, Chairman

____________________________

R. Duane Pease, Vice Chairman

___________________________

Eugene Bishop, Clerk

