Town of Chester

Board of Selectmen

Water Commissioners

Minutes of Meeting –February 7, 2011
Members Present:
R. Duane Pease, Chairman; Eugene Bishop, Vice Chairman;   Peter Stroganow, Clerk;  Ed MacDonald, Town Administrator
Others Present:
Rene Senecal, Mike Crochiere, Cheryl Baldasaro
Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. by R. Duane Pease.  Warrants and minutes were signed.

Highway Department – Mr. Senecal reported on the status of the roads.  The Highway Department has been keeping up with the snow and ice.  They would like to thank residents for their patience during this long winter.  The Selectmen commended the Highway Department on doing such a good job.  
Mr. Senecal would like residents to know that they cannot plow into the streets.  It is against Chester by-laws and they could be fined for it.  He also said that with the amount of snow it is causing narrowing of the roads.  

The roof over the chip and sand pile is on the verge of collapse.  Mr. Senecal would like authorization from the Board to have an outside contractor fix the support beams.  Mr. Pease made a motion to allow the Mr. Senecal to contract out for the repairs on the roof of the shed.  Seconded by Mr. Bishop.  Unanimous vote.

Mr. Senecal also mentioned that the gates to the Transfer Station are in need of repair.  Mr. Stroganow said that he would take care of the matter and fix the gates.

240 Route 20, Mrs. Koch has a drain that is covered by a huge pile of snow.  It is close to the sidewalk and Mr. Senecal would like to remove this snow pile to open up the drain and sidewalk.  Mr. Pease told him to use his own discretion in taking care of the matter.

Reserve fund – Mr. Pease made a motion to transfer $2500 from the Reserve Fund to the Town Hall Expense fund.  This is needed to cover the increase in electricity and fuel costs.  Seconded by Mr. Stroganow.  Unanimous vote.  Finance Committee gave their approval as well.

Budget – The Board of Selectmen will begin meeting with the Finance Committee to begin the review of the 2012 budget.

Town Clerk, Cheryl Baldasaro – asked if anyone had paperwork from Barbara Shippee in regards to a housing grant.  No one at Town Hall has any paperwork for her.  It was suggested that she contact Laura Foley at Pioneer Valley.  Ms. Baldasaro also mentioned that all elected and appointed officials need to be sworn in.

Bay State Abrasive Plant – closing will be on March 7, 2011.  Mr. Stroganow requested a meeting the Revive Chester owners so that they can give a presentation to the board of what will be happening with the building.

Water plant – February 23, 2011 is the tentative date to meet with the people from New Hampshire regarding the water plant.

USDA has found Chester in compliance.  We meet federal guidelines for grant funding.

Mr. Crochiere asked about the cell towers.  The AT&T tower is functioning.  The one at Pine Hill cemetery is currently being worked on in between the snow storms.  And the one on Huntington Road will break ground in April.

Wired West – Mr. Crochiere updated the board as to the progress of Wired West.  Not much is happening at the present time.  There will be informal hearings to inform the residents of the towns once the project gets started.  

Mr. Pease reminded residents that they should not plow the snow into the streets. 
Mr. Pease made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:10 PM.  Seconded by Mr. Bishop.  Unanimous vote.

Respectfully Submitted,

Donna MacDonald

___________________________

R. Duane Pease, Chairman

____________________________

Eugene Bishop, Vice Chairman

___________________________

Peter Stroganow, Clerk

