Town of Chester

Board of Selectmen

Water Commissioners

Minutes of Meeting – July 19, 2010

Members Present:
R. Duane Pease, Chairman; Gene Bishop, Vice Chairman; Peter Strogonaw Clerk; Town Administrator Ed MacDonald

Others Present:
Rene Senecal, Janice Brown, Fay Piergiovanni, Ralph Brown, Chief Dan Ilnicky, Mike Crochiere, Duane Pease, Gerry Zabrowski
Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. by R. Duane Pease.  Warrants and minutes were signed.

Chief Dan Ilnicky informed the board that the Chester Police Department received $75,000 grant for technology.  The police cruiser is on order.  
Spoke with neighbors and parents of operators driving ATV’s on Lyons Hill Road.  Informed residents to contact the police department when they see ATV’s in that area. 

The assessors went to Goss Hill.  It is listed as Goss Hill Hunting Club.  There are sanitary facilities.  There is a caretaker in the main building, called the lodge.

Mr. Strogonaw said that the Board of Health still needs to make a visit up there to determine if it is a campground.  Mr. Pease instructed Mr. MacDonald to contact Town Counsel to see what permits are necessary to run a campground.

Mr. Pease read rules on the conduct of spectators during a meeting.
Water Issue -  The reservoir is deplorable.  It needs to be cleaned out.  Until it is cleaned, we will use Horn Pond for water supply.  Discussion of the brown water – sand filters did not filtrate the discoloration.  Preventive maintenance needs to be reinstated at the water plant.  

The Fire Chief is setting up a program that would notify residents in case of an emergency.  As soon as the board has any concrete answers as to the water department, they will disseminate the information to the residents.  Discussion about the water treatment plant.  Mr. Zebrowski questioned the turbidity level and if that was the problem.  Organic material in the water plus chlorine equals THMs.  Mr. Brown questioned whether the water plant is being run efficiently.  Mr. Pease said that Mr. St. Martin is a qualified technician.  Rene Senecal said that this is the third season that the reservoir had not been cleaned.  Mr. Zebrowski asked if the water plant will ever be totally automated.  Rene Senecal said that it has to be manned.  

Mr. Bean approached the board about his water bill.  Discussion on how the water bill was calculated followed.  Since the meter was broke, historical data was used.  After the discussion, Mr. Pease made a motion to reduce Mr. Bean’s bill to $900.  Seconded by Mr. Bishop. Unanimous vote.  Mr. Bean will make payment arrangements with the Water Department.

Highway Department Issues –

Complaints regarding East River Road guard rails.  Mass Highway will allow used guard rails.  Cost will be close to $9500.  50% to come from supplies and repairs; 50% from sand gravel account.  Mr. Pease made a motion to accept Mr. Senecal’s recommendation.  Seconded by Mr. Bishop.  Unanimous vote.

Asked the Board to consider letting the Highway department use the North Chester Fire department building.  Mr. Pease said that he would talk to Chief Small before any action is to be taken.

Water diffusers – safe, OSHA approved, to drain fire hydrants.  Standard fire hoses with a diffuser could be handled by one man.  It would disperse water better and more effectively.  The cost would be $956 to be taken out of the Water Department Expense.  Motion made by Mr. Pease, seconded by Mr. Bishop.  All on favor.

Bay State Road – trucks are going in and out, turning around and tearing up the road.  
Request from John Hoppe for vacation from August 15th to August 29th.  Vacation time will be approved by the Department Head.  

Charlene Parker is resigning from the Board of Assessors.

Eric Weiss from HRMC addressed the board regarding solid waste and recycling.  Mr. Weiss will meet with Mr. Strogonaw to review procedures at the transfer station.  HRMC would like two representatives from the Town of Chester to sit on the board.  Mr.  Bishop will be one of those representatives.  Mr. Strogonaw asked what the $3300 was for.  Mr. Weiss said that the board will get a breakdown of how the money was spent by year’s end.

Forest Cutting Plan – Mr. Pease left the table at this point.  Mr. Pease, as a resident, explained forest cutting plans.  A motion was made to put on file the forest cutting plan by Mr. Bishop, seconded by Mr. Strogonaw.  
A motion was made to put the Southern Hilltown Community correspondence about foreclosure on file.  Made by Mr. Pease, seconded by Mr. Bishop. Unanimous vote.

Reorganization of the Water Department was tabled until next meeting.

A motion was made by Mr. Pease to get an estimate of a 500 gallon propane tank.  Seconded by Mr. Strogonaw.  Unanimous vote.

Motion to adjourn made by Mr. Pease at 8:20 PM.  Seconded by Mr. Bishop.  Uanimous vote.      

Respectfully submitted,

     Ed MacDonald

___________________________

R. Duane Pease, Chairman

____________________________

Eugene Bishop, Vice Chairman

___________________________

Peter Strogonaw, Clerk

