Town of Chester

Board of Selectmen

Water Commissioners

Minutes of Meeting – June 7, 2010

Members Present:
Michael W. Crochiere, Chairman; Gene Bishop, Clerk; R. Duane Pease, Vice Chairman; Ed MacDonald, Town Administrator

Others Present:
Janice Brown, Fay Piergiovanni, Michele Klemaszeski, 


Mary Anne Pease, Duane Pease

Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. by M. Crochiere.  Warrants and minutes were signed.

Ms. Pease requested additional money for sending out the first quarter bills, approximately $600.

Mr. Crochiere made a motion to set a Special Town Meeting for June 28, 2010 to take care of housekeeping items.  Mr. Pease seconded the motion.  Unanimous vote.

OLD BUSINESS

Chester Theater has been notified that there are dates that the Town Hall needs to be used by the Town and the karate school.  

Michele Klemaszeski brought two different sources that would be able to clean up the interior of the Bay State Abrasive site.  They will clean up what they can, compost, and recycle items that can be done.  All other material will be located in one section.  Mr. Crochiere made a motion to allow the Commonwealth of Mass Honor Court to do the cleanup.  Seconded by Mr. Pease.  Unanimous vote.

Army Corps of Engineers – the river by Main Street – ok to cut the brush.  Mr. Pease made a motion to put the communication on file.  Seconded by Mr. Crochiere.  Unanimous Vote.

Mr. Crochiere made a motion to amend Mr. MacDonald’s contract for FY 2010 from $33,643 to $30,643.  Mr. Pease seconded.  Unanimous vote.

NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Pease wanted to publicly thank Claire Baldasaro for painting the wrought iron fence at Huntington Cemetery.  A letter of appreciation will be sent to her from the board.

Question with the use of the playground across the street.  Mr. Crochiere said that the town has an easement and can be used by town residents. 

Discussion of non – payment of water bills.  Mr. Bean of Williams Street felt that the estimated portion was too high.  The board reviewed his water usage and felt that the bill will stand.  Mr. Crochiere made a motion to keep the water bill as is, seconded by Mr. Pease.  Unanimous vote.

Mr. Giusti of Middlefield Road has not picked up his mail.  The Police Chief will hand deliver a letter.  If he does not address the issue, then there will be notification that in 15 days his water will be shut-off.  Mr. Pease made a motion to follow through with the process.  Seconded by Mr. Crochiere.  Unanimous vote.

Mr. Pease made a motion to rescind Ms. Edinger’s position in regards to water bills, effective immediately.  The accounting for water bills is current.  Seconded by Mr. Crochiere.  Unanimous vote.


Mr. Stroganow’s letter of exemption – Special Municipal Status.  Mr. Pease made a motion to accept Mr. Stroganow as a special municipal employee.  Seconded by Mr. Bishop.  He cannot collect stipends from two different boards.  2 in favor – Mr. Crochiere abstained.  

Discussion about the accounting practices in place.  The checks and balances that have been instituted have been working well for the Town.

Clerk of the Works for the Water Plant Project – one should be hired to oversee the project.  All selectmen were in favor as long as it falls within the scope of the project.

CITIZEN’S CONFERENCE

Mr. Stroganow reminded the board that the transfer station would be closed on June 12th, but would be open on June 13th.

Janice Brown thanked the board for participating in the Memorial Day parade.  She also thanked Mr. Crochiere for his years of service on the board.  Ms. Brown questioned what the hours are for elected officials.  Can they name their own hours?  The answer to the question was that yes they can set their own hours.  She suggested that the elected officials list their home phone numbers on the website so that residents can get in touch with them when needed.  She also said that the behavior at all meetings should be professional.

Mr. Crochiere made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:40 PM.  Seconded by Mr. Bishop.  Unanimous vote.

Respectfully submitted,

     Ed MacDonald

___________________________

Michael W. Crochiere, Chairman

____________________________

R. Duane Pease, Vice Chairman

___________________________

Eugene Bishop, Clerk

