Town of Chester

Board of Selectmen

Water Commissioners

Minutes of Meeting –March 7, 2011
Members Present:
R. Duane Pease, Chairman; Eugene Bishop, Vice Chairman;   Peter Stroganow, Clerk; Ed MacDonald, Town Administrator
Others Present:
Rene Senecal, Ed Meacham
Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. by R. Duane Pease.  Warrants and minutes were signed.

Mr. Utzinger – would not sand the common area.  According to the by-laws of the Chester Fire District, Article 2, Section 1, every owner or tenant of any real estate abutting upon any sidewalk now or hereafter constructed of stone, brick, concrete or wood, within limits of the highways or town ways in said Fire District to be removed from such sidewalk within twenty four hours after the same shall cease to fall or form thereon.  Also, in Mr. Utzinger’s deed, it is mentioned that he responsible for those areas in question.  


Highway Department – Mr. Senecal said that the roads fared well during the recent rain storms with only minor issues.

Michele Klemaszewski – spoke on behalf of the Southern Hilltown Adult Education Center which is looking for space to hold GED meetings for the people of Chester.  Mr. Pease asked Michele to find out more information and the board would make a decision on whether or not they could use the Town Hall.

Chester on Track – requested to be able to use the Town Hall in case of rain.  Mr. Pease made a motion to allow town hall usage on May 21 from 9-4 in case of rain.  Seconded by Mr. Bishop.  Unanimous Vote.


Parade permits – Mr. Pease made a motion to apply for parade permits (Chester on Track and Memorial Day).  Seconded by Mr. Bishop.  Unanimous vote.


Water Commissioners – Mr. Pease made a motion to abate five accounts from the water books.  Seconded by Mr. Bishop.  Unanimous vote.  This would clean up the books.


Mark Brooks’s letter – requested that his road be plowed.  However, it is posted that the road is closed during the winter and that we do not plow closed roads.  The road is being washed out because someone is plowing the road.


Gateway Regional School District – Mr. Pease requested that the Town Administrator send a letter to Dr. Hopson and request how many non-union employees they employ and what their salaries are.  

Chester Cub Scouts – Requested use of the Town Hall on March 27, 2011 from 9 am till 4 pm for the annual Pinewood Derby.  Motion to accept made by Mr. Pease.  Seconded by Mr. Bishop.  Unanimous vote.


Town Administrator’s report – The closing for Bay State Abrasives will either be on Thursday or the following Tuesday.  Discussion of warrant articles for the annual Town Meeting.  One is in regards to the representation of the town by members of the School Committee.  Town Meeting dates to be discussed further – either June 4, 2011 or June 18, 2011.


Water Plant – Mr. Stroganow updated the Board with progress being made on the water plant.  They will have a detailed report from Doctor Collins from University of New Hampshire soon.  A Pilot test will need to be done at a cost of $7,000.  Discussion of a carbon filtration sandwich which might take care of the problem.  Dan Laprat from DEP was involved with these discussions.

Citizen’s Conference – Mr. Meacham asked the DPW director how much sand has the residents used during the winter.  Mr. Senecal said that it was probably one bucketful (bucket loader).

Mr. Meacham also expressed his concern about taking funds from Chapter 90 to pay for the new truck.  He felt that the roads need the work and that all money from Chapter 90 should be used for the roads.  He suggested that the Highway Department put up markers so that plow drivers can see where the guard rails are.  He also felt that the Highway Department was being too aggressive with widening the roads after a snow storm.

Mr. Pease made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 PM.  Seconded by Mr. Bishop.  Unanimous vote.

Respectfully Submitted,

Donna MacDonald

___________________________

R. Duane Pease, Chairman

____________________________

Eugene Bishop, Vice Chairman

___________________________

Peter Stroganow, Clerk

