Town of Chester

Board of Selectmen

Water Commissioners

Minutes of Meeting –September 24, 2012
Members Present:
Don Ellershaw, Frank Pero, Ed MacDonald
Absent:
John Baldasaro
Others Present:
Ed Meacham, Mary Anne Pease, Pam Zebrowski, Gene Bishop
Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mr. Ellershaw.  Announcement that the meeting it being taped.
Mr. Ellershaw made a motion to approve the minutes of September 10, 2012.  Seconded by Mr. Pero.  
Unanimous vote.

Water Department – Mary Anne Pease brought up complaints from water customers because of the

Discoloration during the summer.  Was it possible to give those residents a break on their water bills?

Mr. Ellershaw said that they would look into it.  He was not sure of the legalities but told the Town

Administrator to check with Town Counsel to see if some sort of discount could be offered.

Electric Light Department – Pam Zebrowski explained their procedure of collecting past due bills.  They

do use door knockers, send notices, and call customers.  There have been times when wrong information

has been passed on to residents.  She asked the selectmen for their support when they do collection

procedures.  Mr. Ellershaw said that he would support them one hundred percent.  Mr. Pero also said that

he would support their collection procedures.  He also said that if there was any misinformation out

there, in the future he would advise the residents to speak directly to the department so that any

information given out would be correct.  

Austen Brook Reservoir – Question that was asked was when can we switch back to Austen Brook from

Horn Pond?  The answer was not until the reservoir was cleaned out – which is in the process of being

cleaned.  Once it is finished, then the lines will be switched back to Austen Brook.

Commissioner of Public Safety – discussion was held concerning the appointment of Town Administrator

as Commissioner of Public Safety.  The reason given was to be able to sign paperwork when the Police

Chief and Fire Chief are not available.  Mr. Ellershaw requested that the item be tabled until the board

could talk to Richie Small and Dan Ilnicky.  

Mr. Ellershaw made a motion to hire Stash and the Boys to clean the guard rails and intersections.  Mr.

Pero seconded the motion.  Unanimous vote.

Cemetery Commission – Mr. Boyer would like to be more involved.  Who does Mr. Gauthier work for?

Mr. Ellershaw said that the Cemetery Commissioners are in charge; however, Mr. Gauthier works under

the direction of Mr. Senecal.  The Cemetery Commissioners can tell Mr. Senecal what they would like to

have done, and then Mr. Senecal will tell Mr. Gauthier.

Citizen’s conference – Holly and Wade Whitaker addressed the issue of dead trees on 60 Middlefield

Road.  Mr. Ellershaw said that they would have Mr. Senecal look at them and advise the board.

Mr. Meacham asked why does the town need a new mower.  Mr. Gene Bishop said that the Electric Light

would like to have a meeting with the Board of Selectmen and discuss the purchase of a mower.  

Ed Meacham asked how many hours are on the loader.  Mr. Senecal was not at the meeting, but they will

find out.

Water Department Update – the reservoir is almost cleaned.  Next week they will be bringing the carbon

filters and sand for the filtration system.

Maintenance of Town Hall – fire escapes are painted.  Emergency door for the senior room has been

completed.  Whistles for fuel tanks have been installed.  Still on the list - the window in the boiler room,

fix leaks from the bricks, and another window needs to be repaired.  
Executive session was postponed until the next meeting.

Mr. Ellershaw made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 PM.  Seconded by Mr.Pero.  Unanimous vote.

Respectfully Submitted,

Donna MacDonald

___________________________

John Baldasaro, Chairman

____________________________

Donald Ellershaw, Vice Chairman

___________________________
Franklin Pero, Clerk
