Town of Chester

Board of Selectmen

Water Commissioners

Minutes of Meeting –September 26, 2011
Members Present:
Eugene Bishop, John Baldasaro, Peter Stroganow, Ed MacDonald
Others Present:
Rene Senecal, Janice Brown, Mr. Brown, Richard Holzman, Mike Crochiere, Tom Matusko
Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mr. Bishop.  Warrants and minutes were signed.
Board of Health – Mr. Baldasaro made a motion to appoint Norma MacDonald to fill the BOH position until June 30, 2012.  Seconded by Mr. Bishop.  Mr. Stroganow left the table since he is a member of the BOH.  As a BOH member, Mr. Stroganow said that the BOH would like to have Ms. MacDonald appointed to the BOH.  Motion passed with two ayes, one abstention.  Mr. Stroganow returned to the table.  

Highway Department – John Hoppe gave his notice that he will no longer be working for the town.  He has secured another position.  Mr. Senecal said that he has already put an ad in the newspaper. 
Mr. Senecal questioned why he had to attend the electric Light meeting regarding the bucket truck.  Mr. Bishop said that the commissioners had questions that they would like to ask.

Line painting was done – crack sealing needs to be done, next year’s project.
Section of Bromley Road was done. 

Water Department – Mr. Senecal gave a report that at the reservoir, a banking slid in.  It is a job that the highway department cannot do.  There is another major break in the line going to Horn Pond.  Water crossing needs to be fixed.  Mr. Baldasaro said that we should borrow money to fix the problem at the water plant and wait for reimbursement from FEMA.  The repairs cannot wait since the damage means that there is only one water supply, one water line.  The slide on the bank has caused problems between the plant and water supply.

Sand and Gravel Accounts – are almost depleted.  Mr. Senecal is not asking for money now but he may have to ask for money in the spring.

Mr. Senecal is also working on files for FEMA.

New truck – will be another couple of weeks before we take delivery.

Tom Matusko from Berkshire Regional Planning Commission – Explained that the proposal presented to the board two weeks ago is still a work in progress.  Many of the questions that Mr. Baldasaro asked regarding fee structure, administrative costs are not explained fully in the contract as it stands.  
Since everything seems to be in the planning stages, Mr. Stroganow said that he was in favor of what they were trying to do.  However, since there is not enough information at the present time, that perhaps we should hold off in signing up with them.  Mr. Matusko said that they were applying for a grant, that a governing structure needed to be worked out, and that members needed to be appointed to the governing board.  The board agreed that once the details were worked out, they would have Mr. Matusko come again and explain exactly what is being offered to the towns, and at what cost.
Senator Knapik – Office hours will be held at the Town Hall with Peter Miller from Senator Knapik’s office.  Exact times will be posted on the website and at Town Hall.  Senator Knapik also wanted to inform the town that the Westfield District Court is closing.

Town Administrator’s report – Strap grant was filed.  Unemployment case, the town is waiting on a decision from the court.  Letter from Gateway regarding a meeting on Wednesday in Blanford.  Payment voucher from MASS DOT was received.  Thank you letter from Fay Piergiovanni.

Mr. Baldasaro asked why the current printouts of actual balances are not accurate.  Mr. MacDonald explained that until the last fiscal year is closed out that the software carries two years’ worth of numbers.  As soon as the books are closed, the numbers will reflect this year’s balances.

Mr. Holzman commended the DPW, TA, and the Board of Selectmen on their efforts during the bad storms.  He had a concern about the Wright property which is not being used effectively.  It is supposed to be opened to the public but there is a gate that is locked preventing entry.  Mr. Holzman believes that there is a 99 year lease that allows the residents to have access to the land.  Mr. Stroganow said that the town can use the land, and he has spoken to the caretaker.  Mr. Holzman requested that this be looked into and find out why the gates are locked.  

Adjourned at 7:00 PM for Special Town Meeting.

7:30 PM returned from Town Meeting.

Mr. Senecal said that the August 15th minutes were incorrect.  He said that he would supply information for the grant, he does not do them.  Also, the tree that was discussed he was not supposed to get an estimate.  Mr. Bishop was handling that.

Bay State Drive – the owners will be present for the October 24th meeting.

Mr. Baldasaro questioned Town Hall hours and why the change.  Mr. Bishop explained that it was more energy efficient to have the Town Hall open for three days. Mr. Baldasaro wants to take a look at the hours again at the next meeting.
Mr. Baldasaro made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:45PM.  Seconded by Mr. Bishop.  Unanimous vote.

Respectfully Submitted,

Donna MacDonald

___________________________

Eugene Bishop, Chairman

____________________________

John Baldasaro, Vice Chairman

___________________________

Peter Stroganow, Clerk

