Town of Chester

Board of Selectmen

Minutes of Meeting – August 21, 2006
Members Present:
John Baldasaro, Chair, J. Andrew Myers, Clerk
                                    Dominic Piergiovanni

Others Present:  
Connie Urbanski, Secretary, Mike Crochiere, Finance Committee Chair
Chair J. Baldasaro called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Chester Town Hall.  The minutes of the August 7, 2006 meeting were reviewed and signed by all members.  
Mr. Damon Bazzeghin needed his Used Car Dealers License to state No Vehicles on Display in order to obtain approval from the Registry.  A sign stating the hours must also be posted.  The Board approved the change in the license.  
Brian Merrick from Mass. DETE was present regarding Comcast‘s cable license renewal. Mr. Merrick stated all contracts are negotiable, and can be approved or denied. The  Board has 120 days to approve or deny the proposal. If after that more time is needed, the Board can agree to a three (3) year contract. There is room for negotiations on items such as line extensions. He recommended we ask for Gross Revenues or Capital Grants that give up to 5% to communities. A petition of commitment or something similar from residents showing interest in getting cable would be helpful. As our community is not asking for a camera or studio we are asking to negotiate on the density.  The Comcast negotiator has a great deal of authority on the issues concerned.  The Board has the ability to propose doing one section of town at a time starting with Bromley Road. The shortest term for a license is 30 months and 1 day. This is rarely used due to the amount of work involved.  Mr. Merrick advised the Board to go on-line and look at other small community’s proposals.  (Templeton, Deerfield, or Sheffield are just a few.)  Mr. Merrick can also be reached by email at BrianMerrick@state.ma.us.  Some towns with their own electric department have  started their own cable companies. When replying to Comcast, inform them that the Town is in receipt of the contract and they will return a draft shortly. Their first proposal is just that and can be adjusted to the Town’s needs. 

Kathy and Paul Engwer appeared before the Board concerning a police chase Friday night. A Huntington cruiser came into our town and asked for assistance from our police department to stop a speeding motorcycle. The chase involved speeds of over 100 miles per hour. Both police vehicles drove down Middlefield Road at speeds of 80 to 90 miles per hour. Kathy felt there was no excuse for that kind of speed which endangered the lives of anyone out at that time. Paul also stated that there was a girl in the Huntington cruiser who was not in uniform. The Board sent for the Police Chief as they felt he should attend this meeting. Chief Stewart came upstairs with Officer Roberts in order to respond to the Engwers’ concerns.  Officer Roberts started off by apologizing to the Engwers.  The conclusion was the Huntington Cruiser should not have been in Chester in the first place. Chief Stewart will contact the Huntington  Police Chief and come to some understanding and get back to the Board.
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The Board approved the appointment of Lee Myers as Assistant Tax Collector for FY2007.

The Board also approved the contract amendment for vocational transportation with Lecrenski Bros., Inc. for FY2007 at a rate of $504.29 per day to be shared with the Towns of Huntington and Russell.  
Dom talked to Wheeler Oil about fuel to heat the Town Hall and it will cost approximately ten (10) cents above his cost.  Fuel for the trucks is much higher due to the fact that the Highway Department requires kerosene mixed in with the diesel.   

A. Myers made a motion to enter Executive Session for the purposes of discussing the deployment of police personnel and to not reconvene in Open Session.  The motion was seconded by D. Piergiovanni, and on a roll call, the Board voted 3-0 to enter Executive Session at 8:32 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,

Connie Urbanski

APPROVED:

________________________

John Baldasaro

________________________

J Andrew Myers

________________________

Dominic Piergiovanni

