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For Information on  
Water Conservation 

click here! 

Private Well owners 
click here! 

DROUGHT STATUS  
The  Massac huse tts Exe cutive  Offic e 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affair s (EEA) has dec lare d a Leve l 3  
– Cr it ical Drought  in the Central 
and Northe ast Re gions, and a L eve l 
2 –  Significant  Drought  in the  
We stern, Conne c tic ut River  Valle y, 
and Southe ast Re gions. The Cape 
Cod and Islands Re gions re main at a 
L eve l 0  – Normal Condit ions. 

CURRENT CONDITIONS 

Due to unprecedented low rainfall over the last  two months,  with many locations  
recording their lowest rainfall ever,  the Commonwealth is  experiencing s ignificant 
drought condit ions .  Wildfires  are occurring across  the state (208 fires  in October 
and 115 fires  in November so far).  Smoke effects  from extended drought fires  
have impacted local communit ies.  Since August,  a ll reg ions,  except Cape and 
I s lands,  have seen a rainfall deficit  of 7 to 9 inches.  Streamflow has  dropped 
s ignificantly,  result ing in dry brooks  and streambeds ,  increased ponding,  exposed 
beaches  and sediments,  and limited fish passage.  Groundwater levels  are 
declining in all regions .   

WHAT YOU SHOULD DO  

 

ALL DROUGHT REGIONS  

Residents, Facil ities & Businesses   

• Minimize  overall water  use  

• Run dishwashe rs & washing machine s only at full 
c apac ity 

• Fix  leaks imme diate ly 

• Take  shorter  showers 

• Ban on ope n flame & charcoal fires at  state  parks 

Cities & Towns  

• Impleme nt drought surc harge /seasonal water  rate s 

• Establish/enhance  water use  reduc tion targe ts 

• Conduc t targe ted outre ach to top water  users 

• Establish a leak de tec tion program  
• De ve lop/re fine loc al drought manage me nt plan for  

wate r supply 

• Prohibit washing of hard sur face s, vehic les, boats 

• Use  outre ach mater ials  to inform users about 
drought/water  conse rvation tips and  

• Establish a ye ar-round water c onservation 
program  

• Enforce  wate r use  re stric tions with str ingent 
pe nalties 

• Pre pare to ac tivate e mergenc y inte r-

connec tions with other  water  suppliers 

 

http://www.mass.gov/ma-drought-management
https://www.mass.gov/conservemawater
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/drought-outreach-and-response#information-for-private-well-owners-
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/water-resources-toolkit-library-of-outreach-materials

