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    Agenda:
• Biology of Beavers

• Dealing with 

Emergencies

• Notice of Intent

• Q&A
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         Key Facts

• Beavers consume woody 

vegetation-typically 

aspens, alders and 

poplars, willows

• Considered "Ecosystem 

Engineers" building dams 

that often have a direct 

impact to surrounding 

environment

• Beavers often recolonize 

suitable habitats following 

dam removals
Beaver activity is a natural ecological process that has 

historically shaped wetlands across Massachusetts.
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Beaver Dam

Beaver Lodge
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Beaver dam in front of culvert
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Dealing with Emergencies

2019 2023
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Typical Emergencies

• Plugged culvert under a municipal roadway

• Plugged culvert under a driveway

• Homeowners yard where the impounded waters 

can impact a well, septic or the home itself

• Public Water Supply areas – DEP Drinking Water 

handles this

• Municipal or utility infrastructure
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Emergency Certifications

Appropriate for:

• Short-Term Limited Measures.

o Limited Breach.

o Installation of 

Temporary/Small Water 

Flow Devices.

• Valid for Up to 30 Days.
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The Emergency 

Certification Process

310 CMR 10.06 - Emergencies
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Request for Emergency Certification
Key things to Look for & Consider:

From the Applicant

 has the applicant 
specified why the 
project is necessary for 
the protection of the 
health or safety of the 
citizens of the 
Commonwealth

From the Public Agency

 what agency of the 
Commonwealth or 
subdivision thereof has 
ordered the work to be 
performed

 is an agency of the 
Commonwealth or 
subdivision thereof 
performing the project 

 From the proposed work

 Is work proposed that is 
only necessary to abate 
the emergency

 Is the proposed work in 
Rare Species Habitat? 
May Require review by 
the Natural Heritage 
Endangered Species 
Program (NHESP).

 Are additional 
conditions necessary to 
ensure that the interest 
of the act are being 
best protected.
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The Form
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BOH Permit Authorizes Remedy in Three Ways:

 Use of body gripping traps (e.g. -  Conibear) or out-of-season Box/Cage-

Type Traps (Conservation Commission Review not required).

 Breach of Beaver Dams (Conservation Commission Review required).

 Use of Non-Lethal Mgmt./Water-Flow Devices (Conservation Commission 

Review required).

Photo credit: Beaver Coalition, 2022 -
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Permitting through Permiteyes
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Special Conditions to Consider

• The removal of dams shall be conducted in a controlled manner ensuring a slow release of 
water to prevent downstream adverse impacts.

• All debris shall be removed from the site and disposed of outside of jurisdictional Resource 
Areas upon completion of work.

• All disturbed areas shall be fully stabilized following removal (ex. seed, straw mulch).  This 
could pertain to access and staging areas.

• The Commission shall be notified upon completion of work and reserves the right to conduct 
compliance inspection(s).

• If the commission approves the installation of a water level control device, the Certification does not 

authorize future maintenance or repair following the expiration of the Emergency Certification.    
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For non-emergencies

WPA Permitting Process

*This presentation is intended for guidance purposes only.*



Notice of Intent Applies 

o Activities Beyond Those to Abate 
Immediate Flooding Threat.

o BOH Determines Not an Immediate 
Threat. 
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Notice of Intent Requirements
• Require the submission of the minimum submittal 

requirements

• May require review by Natural Heritage Endangered 

Species Program (NHESP)

• Require project evaluation and compliance with the 

Inland wetland resource areas sections of 310 CMR 

10.00

• Should not be treated different than other 

Notice of Intent filings
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Consideration of impacts to Wetland 

Resource Areas:

• Banks

• Bordering Vegetated Wetlands

• Land Under Water Bodies

• Land Subject to Flooding

• Riverfront Areas
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Potential Funding Sources

MVP 
Action/Planning  Grants
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Guidance 

Documents
A brief overview
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Beaver Populations in Massachusetts
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/538f17b6ed7d436a8c11f910f2274e33


Presentation Links

Guidance Documents:

Guidance for Conservation Commissions Implementing G.L.c.131, s.80A

A Citizen's Guide to Addressing Beaver Conflict

Beavers in Massachusetts

The Use of Water Flow Devices

Beaver Populations in Massachusetts

Funding:

Beaver Flow Device Funding • MSPCA

MVP Action Grant | Mass.gov

https://www.mass.gov/doc/beaver-and-muskrat-related-activities-guidance-for-implementing-gl-c131-s80a/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/beaver-and-muskrat-related-activities-guidance-for-implementing-gl-c131-s80a/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/beaver-and-muskrat-related-activities-guidance-for-implementing-gl-c131-s80a/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/beaver-and-muskrat-related-activities-guidance-for-implementing-gl-c131-s80a/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/beaver-and-muskrat-related-activities-guidance-for-implementing-gl-c131-s80a/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/a-citizens-guide-to-addressing-beaver-conflicts/download
https://www.umass.edu/agriculture-food-environment/sites/ag.umass.edu/files/pdf-doc-ppt/beavers.pdf
https://www.mass.gov/doc/guidelines-on-water-flow-devices-used-to-resolve-beaver-problems/download
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/538f17b6ed7d436a8c11f910f2274e33
https://www.mspca.org/animal_protection/berkshire-beaver-grant-funding/
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/mvp-action-grant


Staff Contact
Mark Stinson, Circuit Rider                               

Mark.stinson@mass.gov

413 961-9583

Daizha Baptiste-Johnson,

Environmental Analyst

Daizha.Baptiste-Johnson@mass.gov

857 278-3427

Robert VanDerKar, Environmental Analyst

Robert.VanDerKar@mass.gov

781 379-0231

Mary Grover, 
Environmental Analyst

Mary.grover@mass.gov
617 352-9918

Thomas Gruszkos, 
Environmental Analyst

Thomas.Guszkos@mass.gov

617 352-2064
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Michael McHugh, Chief

Michael.McHugh@mass.gov
857-772-8000
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